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novel, Margaret
Atwood has created a
stunning Orwellian
vision of the near
future. This is the story
of Offred, one of the
unfortunate
"Handmaids" under the
new social order who
have only one purpose:
to breed. In Gilead,
where women are
prohibited from holding
jobs, reading, and
forming friendships,
Offred's persistent
memories of life in the
"time before" and her
will to survive are acts
of rebellion.
Provocative, startling,
prophetic, and with
Margaret Atwood's
devastating irony, wit,
and acute perceptive
powers in full force,
"The Handmaid's Tale"
is at once a mordant
satire and a dire
warning. "From the
Hardcover edition."

11

The Handmaid's Tale
Vintage Classic

NOW A SMASH-HIT
CHANNEL 4 TV SERIES
WITH A NEW
INTRODUCTION FROM
MARGARET ATWOOD
The Republic of Gilead
offers Offred only one
function- to breed. If
she deviates, she will,
like dissenters, be
hanged at the wall or
sent out to die slowly
of radiation sickness.
But even a repressive
state cannot obliterate
desire neither
Offred's nor that of the
two men on which her
future hangs. Brilliantly
conceived and
executed, this powerful
vision of the future
gives full rein to
Margaret Atwood's
irony, wit and astute
perception.

The Handmaid's Tale
Emblem Editions
An instant classic and



eerily prescient cultural
phenomenon, from
“the patron saint of
feminist dystopian
fiction” (New  York
Times). Now an award-
winning Hulu series
starring Elizabeth
Moss. In this multi-
award-winning,

bestselling novel,
Margaret Atwood has
created a stunning
Orwellian vision of the
near future. This is the
story of Offred, one of
the unfortunate
“Handmaids” under
the new social order
who have only one
purpose: to breed. In
Gilead, where women
are prohibited from
holding jobs, reading,
and forming
friendships, Offred’ s
persistent memories of
life in the “time before”
and her will to survive
are acts of rebellion.
Provocative, startling,
prophetic, and with
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Margaret Atwood’s
devastating irony, wit,
and acute perceptive
powers in full force,
The Handmaid's Tale is
at once a mordant
satire and a dire
warning.

The Handmaid's Tale
Everyman's Library

A chilling look at the
near future presents
the story of Offred, a
Handmaid in the
Republic of Gilead,
once the United States,
an oppressive world
where women are no
longer allowed to read
and are valued only as
long as they are viable
for reproduction.
25,000 first printing.

Atwood's The
Handmaid's Tale
Bloomsbury Publishing
Margaret Atwood's
popular dystopian
novel A Handmaid's
Tale, engages the
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reader with a broad
range of issues relating
to power, gender and
religious politics. This
guide provides an
overview of the key
critical debates and
interpretations of the
novel and encourages
you to engage with key
questions and readings
in your reading of the
text. It includes
discussion of key
themes and concepts
including:
Representation of
women's roles, gender,
sexuality and power -
Language, style and
form - Dystopias and
genre fictions - Power,
control and religious
fundamentalism.
Combining helpful
guidance on reading
Atwood's text with
overviews of significant
stylistic and thematic
issues and an
introduction to
criticism, this is an
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ideal companion to
reading and studying A
Handmaid's Tale.

The Handmaid's Tale
(Graphic Novel)
McClelland & Stewart

An instant classic and
eerily prescient cultural
phenomenon, from
“the patron saint of
feminist dystopian
fiction” (New  York
Times). Now an award-
winning Hulu series
starring Elizabeth
Moss. In this multi-
award-winning,

bestselling novel,
Margaret Atwood has
created a stunning
Orwellian vision of the
near future. This is the
story of Offred, one of
the unfortunate
“Handmaids” under
the new social order
who have only one
purpose: to breed. In
Gilead, where women
are prohibited from
holding jobs, reading,



and forming
friendships, Offred’ s
persistent memories of
life in the “time before”
and her will to survive
are acts of rebellion.
Provocative, startling,
prophetic, and with
Margaret Atwood’s
devastating irony, wit,
and acute perceptive
powers in full force,
The Handmaid’s Tale is
at once a mordant
satire and a dire
warning.

The Handmaid's Tale
Deluxe Edition
Houghton Mifflin

This beautiful edition of

Margaret Atwood's
seminal work of
speculative fiction

features a leatherette
cover, gilt edging, and
ribbon marker--a
perfect gift for book
lovers and fans of the
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that the reader will be
unable to forget its

images and its
forecast. Set in the
near future, it

describes life in what
was once the United
States and is now
called the Republic of
Gilead, a
monotheocracy that
has reacted to social
unrest and a sharply
declining birthrate by
reverting to, and going
beyond, the repressive
intolerance of the
original Puritans. The
regime takes the Book
of Genesis absolutely
at its word, with bizarre
consequences for the
women and men in its
population. The story is
told through the eyes
of Offred, one of the
unfortunate

Handmaids under the
new social order. In

Hulu series. The condensed but
Handmaid's Tale is a eloquent prose, by
novel of such power turns cool-eyed,
14 The Handmaids Tale 2025-05-01
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tender, despairing,
passionate, and wry,
she reveals to us the
dark corners behind
the establishment's
calm facade, as certain
tendencies now in
existence are carried
to their logical
conclusions. The
Handmaid's Tale is
funny, unexpected,
horrifying, and
altogether convincing.
It is at once scathing
satire, dire warning,
and a tour de force. It
is Margaret Atwood at
her best.

The Handmaid's Tale
(Graphic Novel)

A Novel Nan A. Talese
The stunning graphic
novel adaptation « A
must-read and
collector’s item for fans
of “the patron saint of
feminist dystopian
fiction” (New  York
Times). Look for The

15

Testaments, the sequel
to The Handmaid’s
Tale, available now. In
Margaret Atwood’s
dystopian future,
environmental

disasters and declining
birthrates have led to a
Second American Civil
War. The result is the
rise of the Republic of
Gilead, a totalitarian
regime that enforces
rigid social roles and
enslaves the few
remaining fertile
women. Offred is one
of these, a Handmaid
bound to produce
children for one of
Gilead’s commanders.
Deprived of her
husband, her child, her
freedom, and even her
own name, Offred
clings to her memories
and her will to survive.
Provocative, startling,
prophetic, The
Handmaid’s Tale has
long been a global
phenomenon. With this



beautiful graphic novel
adaptation of Margaret
Atwood’s modern
classic, beautifully
realized by artist
Renée Nault, the
terrifying reality of
Gilead has been
brought to vivid life like
never before.

The Testaments

A Novel Anchor

NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER ¢ WINNER
OF THE BOOKER PRIZE
A modern
masterpiece that
"reminds us of the
power of truth in the
face of evil”
(People)—and can be
read on its own or as a
sequel to Margaret
Atwood’s classic, The
Handmaid’'s Tale.
“Atwood’s powers are
on full display” (Los
Angeles Times) in this
deeply compelling
Booker Prize-winning
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novel, now updated
with additional content
that explores the
historical sources,
ideas, and material
that inspired Atwood.
More than fifteen years
after the events of The
Handmaid's Tale, the
theocratic regime of
the Republic of Gilead
maintains its grip on
power, but there are
signs it is beginning to
rot from within. At this
crucial moment, the
lives of three radically
different women
converge, with
potentially explosive
results. Two have
grown up as part of the
first generation to
come of age in the new
order. The testimonies
of these two young
women are joined by a
third: Aunt Lydia. Her
complex past and
uncertain future unfold
in surprising and
pivotal ways. With The

16
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Testaments, Margaret
Atwood opens up the
innermost workings of
Gilead, as each woman
is forced to come to
terms with who she is,
and how far she will go
for what she believes.

The Handmaid's Tale
Infobase Publishing
Discusses the
characters, plot and
writing of The
handmaid's tale by
Margaret Atwood.
Includes critical essays
on the novel and a
brief biography of the
author.

The Handmaid's Tale
and the Testaments
Box Set Anchor Books
A box set of Margaret
Atwood's bestselling
companioned novels,
The Handmaid's Tale
and The Testaments. In
The Handmaid's Tale,
environmental

disasters and declining
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birthrates have led to a
Second American Civil
War and the rise of the
Republic of Gilead, a
totalitarian regime that
enforces rigid social
roles and enslaves the
few remaining fertile
women. Offred is one
of these, a Handmaid
bound to produce
children for one of
Gilead's Commanders.
Deprived of her
husband, her child, her
freedom, and even her
own name, Offred
clings to her memories
and her will to survive.
In The Testaments, set
more than fifteen years
after the events of The
Handmaid's Tale, The
Republic of Gilead
maintains its
repressive grip on
power, but it is
beginning to rot from
within. At this crucial
moment, the lives of
three radically different
women come together,



with potentially
explosive results.This
beautifully designed
slipcase will make the
perfect holiday and
perennial gift.

Religion in The
Handmaid's Tale

A Brief Guide Fortress
Press

Margaret Atwood's The
Handmaid's Tale
captivates readers with
its disturbingly
prescient vision of the
future and haunting
insights into the world
as we know it. Religion-
-especially elements of
the Christian faith--
pervades every inch of
the world as Atwood
imagines it. Gilead's
leaders use perverse
forms of Christianity to
sustain their authority
and privilege, making
understanding religion
an integral part of
understanding Gilead.
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In the face of the
inextricable role of
religion in the novel,
readers are left to
puzzle out religious
references and
allusions on their own.
From the significance
of names to twisted
uses of religion to the
origins of the
Ceremony, this book
answers all the
questions you might
have about religion in
this prophetic novel.
For anyone who's ever
googled a biblical
precedent or religious
phrase after
encountering Atwood's
dystopia, this essential
guide explains it all
and gives readers a
fascinating look into
the novel and its world.
Read it and understand
The Handmaid's Tale
like never before.

Angel Catbird Dark
Horse Comics

18

The Handmaids Tale

2025-05-01



The Handmaids Tale

19

Lauded novelist
Margaret Atwood and
acclaimed artist
Johnnie Christmas
collaborate on one of
the most highly
anticipated comic book
and literary events of
the year.On a dark
night, young genetic
engineer Strig
Feleedus is
accidentally mutated
by his own experiment
and merges with the
DNA of a cat and an
owl. What follows is a
humorous, action-
driven, pulp-inspired
superhero adventure -
with a lot of cat puns.

The Robber Bride
Anchor

From the #1 New York
Times bestselling
author of The
Handmaid's Tale One
of Margaret Atwood’s
most unforgettable
characters lurks at the
center of this intricate

19

novel like a spiderin a
web. The glamorous,
irresistible,

unscrupulous Zenia is
nothing less than a
fairy-tale villain in the

memories of her
former friends. Roz,
Charis, and

Tony—university

classmates decades
ago—were reunited at
Zenia's funeral and
have met monthly for
lunch ever since,
obsessively retracing
the destructive swath
she once cut through
their lives. A brilliantly
inventive fabulist,
Zenia had a talent for
exploiting her friends’
weaknesses, wielding
intimacy as a weapon
and cheating them of
money, time,
sympathy, and men.
But one day, five years
after her funeral, they
are shocked to catch
sight of Zenia: even
her death appears to



have been yet another
fiction. As the three
women plot to confront
their larger-than-life
nemesis, Atwood
proves herself a
gleefully acute
observer of the
treacherous shoals of
friendship, trust,
desire, and power.

The Handmaid's Tale
(Study Guide)

BookCaps Study
Guide BookCaps Study
Guides

The perfect companion
to Margaret Atwood's
"The Handmaid's Tale,"
this study gquide
contains a chapter by
chapter analysis of the
book, a summary of
the plot, and a guide to
major characters and
themes. BookCap
Study Guides do not
contain text from the
actual book, and are
not meant to be
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purchased as
alternatives to reading
the book.

The Handmaid's Tale

Inhaltsangaben und
Interpretationen,
Themen und
Wortschatz,
Musterklausuren

The Art and Making
of The Handmaid's
Tale Insight Editions
Explore the world of
Gilead with this behind-
the-scenes look at the
Emmy Award-winning
show The Handmaid’s
Tale. The Handmaid’s
Tale—the
groundbreaking show
produced by MGM
Television, and based
on Margaret Atwood’s
best-selling novel—has
drawn rave reviews
and attention
worldwide. Now, this
comprehensive book
details the process of
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bringing the story to Gale, Cengage
the small screen with Learning
exclusive cast and A Study Guide for
crew interviews, Margaret Atwood's

backstage and set
photography, concept
art, costume design,
and more. Delve deep
into the world of the
show’'s dystopian
future as interviews
with the show’s cast
and creators provide
insight into the
inspiration behind the
characters, settings,
and themes, as well as
its parallels to the real-
world political climate.
Showcasing striking
visuals and insightful
commentary, The Art
and Making of The
Handmaid’s Tale is the
definitive  exploration
of one of television’s
most critically
acclaimed shows.

A Study Guide for
Margaret Atwood's
The Handmaid's Tale

21

"The Handmaid's Tale,"
excerpted from Gale's
acclaimed Novels for
Students.This concise
study guide includes

plot summary;
character analysis;
author biography;
study questions;
historical context;
suggestions for further
reading; and much
more. For any

literature project, trust
Novels for Students for
all of your research
needs.

The Handmaid's
Tale, Margaret
Atwood Pearson York
Notes

The most supportive,
easy-to-use and
focussed literature
guides to help your
students understand
the texts they are



studying at GCSE and
A Level

YNAL the
Handmaid's Tale
2016 York Notes
Get everything you
need to achieve your
full potential at English
Literature A Level or AS
with York Notes Study
Guides, now updated
for Assessment
Objectives 1 to 5.

Oryx and Crake
Vintage Canada

A stunning and
provocative new novel
by the internationally
celebrated author of
The Blind Assassin,
winner of the Booker
Prize. Margaret
Atwood’s new novel is
so utterly compelling,
so prescient, so
relevant, SO
terrifyingly-all-too-
likely-to-be-true, that
readers may find their
view of the world
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forever changed after
reading it. This is
Margaret Atwood at
the absolute peak of
her powers. For
readers of Oryx and
Crake, nothing will
ever look the same
again. The narrator of
Atwood's riveting novel
calls himself Snowman.
When the story opens,
he is sleeping in a tree,
wearing an old
bedsheet, mourning
the loss of his beloved
Oryx and his best
friend Crake, and
slowly starving to
death. He searches for
supplies in a wasteland
where insects
proliferate and pigoons
and wolvogs ravage
the pleeblands, where
ordinary people once

lived, and the
Compounds that
sheltered the

extraordinary. As he
tries to piece together
what has taken place,

22
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the narrative shifts to
decades earlier. How
did everything fall
apart so quickly? Why
is he left with nothing
but his haunting
memories? Alone
except for the green-
eyed Children of Crake,
who think of him as a
kind of monster, he
explores the answers
to these questions in
the double journey he
takes - into his own
past, and back to
Crake's high-tech
bubble-dome, where
the Paradice Project
unfolded and the world
came to grief. With
breathtaking command
of her shocking
material, and with her
customary sharp wit
and dark humour,
Atwood projects us into
an outlandish yet
wholly believable
realm populated by
characters who will
continue to inhabit our

23

dreams long after the
last chapter.

Cat's Eye Anchor

From the #1 New York
Times bestselling
author of The
Handmaid's Tale Cat’s
Eye is the story of
Elaine Risley, a
controversial painter
who returns to Toronto,
the city of her youth,
for a retrospective of
her art. Engulfed by
vivid images of the
past, she reminisces
about a trio of girls
who initiated her into
the the fierce politics of
childhood and its
secret world of
friendship, longing, and
betrayal. Elaine must
come to terms with her
own identity as a
daughter, a lover, an
artist, and a
woman—but above all
she must seek release
form her haunting
memories. Disturbing,



humorous, and
compassionate—and a
finalist for the Booker
Prize—Cat's Eye is a
breathtaking novel of a
woman grappling with
the tangled knot of her
life.

The Handmaid's Tale

Teaching Dystopia,
Feminism, and
Resistance Across
Disciplines and
Borders Rowman &
Littlefield

This collection analyzes
how their disciplines
can add unique depth
and context to many of
the themes that are
being mobilized in
Atwood’s The
Handmaid’s Tale and
its screen adaptations.
Contributors address
how these themes
apply to social issues
and specific topics
such as science and
religion to the role of

24

journalism in
democratic society.

a

The Heart Goes Last

A Novel Anchor

Margaret Atwood puts
the human heart to the
ultimate test in an
utterly brilliant new
novel that is as
visionary as The
Handmaid's Tale and
as richly imagined as
The Blind Assassin.
Stan and Charmaine
are a married couple
trying to stay afloat in
the midst of an
economic and social
collapse. Job loss has
forced them to live in
their car, leaving them
vulnerable to roving
gangs. They
desperately need to
turn their situation
around—and fast. The
Positron Project in the
town of Consilience
seems to be the
answer to their
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No one is
unemployed and
everyone gets a
comfortable, clean
house to live in . .. for
six months out of the
year. On alternating
months, residents of
Consilience must leave
their homes and
function as inmates in
the Positron prison
system. Once their
month of service in the
prison is completed,
they can return to their
"civilian" homes. At
first, this doesn't seem
like too much of a
sacrifice to make in
order to have a roof
over one's head and
food to eat. But when
Charmaine becomes
romantically involved
with the man who lives
in their house during
the months when she
and Stan are in the
prison, a series of
troubling events
unfolds, putting Stan's

prayers.

25

life in danger. With
each passing day,
Positron looks less like
a prayer answered and
more like a chilling
prophecy fulfilled.

MaddAddam

Book 3 of The
MaddAddam Trilogy
Anchor

From the #1 New York
Times bestselling
author of The
Handmaid's Tale In this
final volume of the
internationally
celebrated
MaddAddam trilogy,
the Waterless Flood
pandemic has wiped
out most of the
population. Toby is
part of a small band of
survivors, along with
the Children of Crake:
the gentle,
bioengineered quasi-
human species who
will inherit this new
earth. As Toby explains



their origins to the
curious Crakers, her
tales cohere into a
luminous oral history
that sets down
humanity’s past—and
points toward its
future. Blending action,
humor, romance, and
an imagination at once
dazzlingly inventive
and grounded in a
recognizable world,
MaddAddam is vintage
Atwood—a moving and
dramatic conclusion to
her epic work of
speculative fiction. A
New York Times
Notable Book A
Washington Post
Notable Book A Best
Book of the Year: The
Guardian, NPR, The
Christian Science
Monitor, The Globe and
Mail A GoodReads
Reader's Choice

The Children of Men
Vintage
Told with P. D. James's

26

trademark suspense,
insightful

characterization, and
riveting storytelling,
The Children of Men is
a story of a world with
no children and no
future. The human race
has become infertile,
and the last generation
to be born is now adult.
Civilization itself is
crumbling as suicide
and despair become
commonplace. Oxford
historian Theodore
Faron, apathetic
toward a future without
a future, spends most
of his time reminiscing.
Then he is approached
by Julian, a bright,
attractive woman who
wants him to help get
her an audience with
his cousin, the
powerful Warden of
England. She and her
band of wunlikely
revolutionaries may
just awaken his desire
to live . . . and they
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may also hold the key
to survival for the
human race.

Summary and
Analysis of The
Handmaid's Tale

Based on the Book
by Margaret Atwood
Open Road Media

So much to read, so
little time? This brief
overview of The
Handmaid’s Tale tells
you what you need to
know—before or after
you read Margaret
Atwood’s book. Crafted
and edited with care,
Worth Books set the
standard for quality
and give you the tools
you need to be a well-
informed reader. This
short summary and
analysis of The
Handmaid’s Tale by
Margaret Atwood
includes: Historical
context Part-by-part
summaries Analysis of

27

the main characters
Themes and symbols
Important quotes
Fascinating trivia
Glossary of terms
Supporting material to
enhance your
understanding of the
original work About
Margaret Atwood’s The
Handmaid’'s Tale:
Margaret Atwood’s
dystopian literary
masterpiece tells the
story of Offred, a
Handmaid living in the
near future in what
was once the United
States. A new
theocratic regime
called the Republic of
Gilead has come to
power and changed life
as she knew it. Once
Offred had a her own
name and a loving
family—a husband and
daughter—both of
which were taken from
her; now she belongs
to the Commander and
his hostile wife, and



her only value lies in
her ability to bear a
child for them. She
used to read books and
learn; now such things
are forbidden to all
women. Gripping,
disturbing, and so
relevant today, The
Handmaid’s Tale is a
brilliant novel and a
chilling warning about
what can happen when
extreme ideas are
taken to their logical
conclusions. The
summary and analysis
in this ebook are

intended to
complement your
reading experience

and bring you closer to
a great work of fiction.

Language’s
influence on control
and rebellion in
Margaret Atwood’s
"The Handmaid’s
Tale"

Language

as a

28

means of power GRIN
Verlag

Seminar paper from
the year 2018 in the
subject American
Studies - Literature,
grade: 1,3, Catholic
University Eichstatt-
Ingolstadt, language:

English, abstract:
Overall, Atwood
utilized Gilead’s
oppressive

manipulation of
language in "The

Handmaid’s Tale" to
reveal the hierarchical
dynamics of power in
the theocratic state.
Therefore, it is vital to
determine in how far
Gilead’s discourse is
used to maintain the
existing power
structures, but also
whether, and if so, in
how far it is used to
offer resistance against
the state’s rigid
hierarchy. Therefore, it
will first be analyzed
what Gilead’s social
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structure looks like,
before the highly
original thoughts of
Pierre Bourdieu on the
relations among
language, power and
politics will be
introduced to facilitate
a real understanding of
the correlation of
language and power.
After that, a closer look
at the concrete content
of the novel and
particular text
passages will give an
insight into how the

Gileadean power
structures are
maintained through

the use of language.
Following this, it will
then be analyzed how
language also enables
Gilead’s opponents, in
general, but mainly,
the novel’s first-person
narrator  Offred, in
particular, to offer
resistance. Therefore,
it will first be described
how the coexistence of

29

two discourses can be
a threat to the system,
before it will be dealt
with  Offred’'s main
means of resistance:
her storytelling.

Margaret Atwood,
«The Handmaid's
Tale» FeniXX

« The Handmaid's Tale
» de Margaret Atwood
nous rappelle la
présence de la voix
aux sources de la
littérature premiere. En
effet, le texte qu’elle
nous livre se présente
comme une
transcription de
bandes magnétiques
enregistrées deux
cents ans auparavant.
Si Margaret Atwood
s'emploie a rendre a
|"écriture la force
communicative du
langage parlé, elle met
également en avant le
processus de
recomposition de son
histoire. Récit de vie



enregistré sur bandes
séparées et non
numérotées, le texte
est un assemblage de
morceaux épars, de
pieces rapportées,
dont I'agencement est
arbitraire et réversible.
[l se construit et se
déconstruit sans cesse,
se délite et se dérobe.
Parce que le conte

ressortit a wune
esthétique du
fragment, Héliane

Ventura s’est elle-
méme attachée a
mettre en valeur les
éclats, les morceaux,
les pépites. Elle
présente une série de
six interprétations de
textes (explications
linéaires ou
commentaires

composés) qui, de
["incipit aux deux
clausules, reconstitue
la trame de I'existence
de la Servante, livrée a
la tyrannie, dans cet
univers dystopique qui

30

s’appelle ironiguement
« la République de
Galaad » et qui se situe
a Boston sur la terre
des anciens Puritains
de la Nouvelle
Angleterre a I'aube du
vingt et unieme siecle.

Fahrenheit 451

A Novel Simon and
Schuster

A totalitarian regime
has ordered all books
to be destroyed, but
one of the book
burners, Guy Montag,
suddenly realizes their
merit.

Margaret Atwood's
'‘The Handmaid's
Tale' and 'Oryx and
Crake' A
Comparison GRIN
Verlag

Seminar paper from
the year 2007 in the
subject English
Language and
Literature Studies -
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Literature, grade: 1,3,
University of
Constance

(Literaturwissenschafte
n), course: Margaret
Atwood's Later Fiction,
language: English,
abstract: Margaret
Atwood's novels The
Handmaid's Tale
(T.H.T., 1985) and Oryx
and Crake (0. & C.,
2003) are works of
speculative fiction that
are set in the near
future. Both of the
depicted scenarios
take place in the U.S.A.
and could be classified
as "survivor's stories"
as they are told from
the perspective of a
person that survived
the new system or the
catastrophe the books
deal with. T.H.T. takes
the reader into an
oppressive system that
has become reality in
the year 2005. In this
system women are
divided into different

31

kinds of "functional
groups" according to
their abilities. The story
is told by the handmaid
Offred who as all
handmaids - is still
believed to be fertile.
Thus she is solely good
for childbearing and
has not got any choice.
This system however is
confined to the United
States so that there is
still hope for an escape
to a better life for the
people living under the
system. The scenario
in 0. & C. on the other
hand occurs around
the year 2025 and
depicts a world wide
catastrophe where
Snowman the
narrator of the story -
is one of the few
surviving human
beings. This paper will
compare the two
novels according to
some points of
analysis. | had to
confine myself to a few
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themes as it is
impossible to include
all topics that could be
of importance. To start
with, | will take a look
at the social and
political background of
the time the novels
were written in,
followed by a generic
analysis of the works.
Secondly | will answer
the question about the
inspiration for these
novels and | will deal
with the epilogues
Atwood added to her
books. This will be
followed by a chapter
about the main topics
of the novels which are
reproduction, religion
and sexuality. Last but
not least | will compare
the main characters
and discus

Stone Mattress
Nine Wicked Tales

Anchor
From the #1 New York

Times bestselling
author of The
Handmaid's Tale In this
extraordinary
collection, Margaret
Atwood gives us nine
unforgettable tales
that reveal the
grotesque, delightfully
wicked facets of
humanity.
“Alphinland,” the first
of three loosely linked
tales, introduces us to
a fantasy writer who is
guided through a
stormy winter evening
by the voice of her late

husband. In “Lusus
Naturae,” a young
woman, monstrously

transformed by a
genetic defect, is
mistaken for a
vampire. And in the
title story, a woman
who has killed four
husbands discovers an
opportunity to exact
vengeance on the first
man who ever wronged
her. By turns thrilling,

32 The Handmaids Tale

2025-05-01



The Handmaids Tale

33

funny, and thought-
provoking, Stone
Mattress affirms
Atwood as our greatest
creator of worlds—and
as an incisive
chronicler of our
darkest impulses.

Summary of
Margaret Atwood’s
The Handmaid’s Tale
by Swift Reads Swift
Reads

The Handmaid’s Tale
(1985) by Margaret
Atwood is a dystopian
novel set in a version
of the United States
that has been
overthrown by religious
fundamentalists. In
what was once most
likely Massachusetts,
under the militaristic
regime of the Republic
of Gilead, women no
longer have civil rights
or autonomy...
Purchase this in-depth
summary to learn
more.
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The Girls in the Stilt
House

A Novel Sourcebooks,

Inc.
THE USA TODAY
BESTSELLER!

"Remarkable debut....
[a] nearly flawless tale
of loss, perseverance
and
redemption."—Publishe
rs Weekly, STARRED
review Set in 1920s
Mississippi, this debut
Southern novel weaves
a beautiful and
harrowing story of two
teenage girls cast in an
unlikely partnership
through
murder—perfect for
readers of Where the
Crawdads Sing and If
the Creek Don't Rise.
Ada promised herself
she would never go
back to the Trace, to
her hard life on the
swamp and her harsh
father. But now, after
running away to Baton
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Rouge and  briefly
knowing a different
kind of life, she finds
herself with nowhere to
go but back home. And
she knows there will be
a price to pay with her
father. Matilda,
daughter of a
sharecropper, is from
the other side of the
Trace. Doing what she
can to protect her
family from the whims
and demands of some
particularly callous
locals is an ongoing
struggle. She forms a
plan to go north, to
pack up the secrets
she's holding about her
life in the South and
hang them on the line
for all to see in Ohio.
As the two girls are
drawn deeper into a
dangerous world of
bootleggers and moral
corruption, they must
come to terms with the
complexities of their
tenuous bond and a

hidden past that links
them in ways that
could cost them their
lives.

The Handmaid's
Tale. A Feminist
Dystopia

Seminar paper from
the year 2018 in the
subject Literature -
Comparative

Literature, grade: 1,7,

http:
//[www.uni-jena.de/,
language: English,

abstract: Even in our
contemporary society
men and women are
not equal, and social,
political and economic
discrimination based
on gender exists, and
there are several
countries where
women get oppressed
and discriminated
systematically by the
regime. Only now, on
the 24th of June 2018,
did Saudi Arabia enact
a law which annulled

34 The Handmaids Tale

2025-05-01



The Handmaids Tale

35

the prohibition of
women driving. Thus,
feminist movements
are of great
importance to finally
achieve equality
between the sexes.
However, in our
present society exist
two extremes and both
of them pose danger to
this equalization. On
the one hand, there
are people who still do
not take feminism and
gender equality
seriously and even
override these social
changes. This leads to
the necessity of
examining feminism
and feminist criticism
in literature to raise
awareness that women
are individual beings
and no replaceable
objects that should be
dominated by men. On
the other hand, radical
feminism with radical
beliefs to create a
‘'women's utopia' can

35

end up being used by
anti-feminist

organizations or even
regimes for their own
purposes. Therefore, it
iIs important to
examine how current
feminist tendencies are
criticized in literature
by showing what they
might lead to. This
paper reads Margaret
Atwood's The
Handmaid's Tale as a
feminist dystopia which
provides feminist
criticism through the
representation of
women's oppression
and their display as

'Others' in the
patriarchal society
Gilead. It will be shown
that Atwood
simultaneously

criticizes current

feminist tendencies
through satire to raise
awareness of how
radical utopian feminist
dreams can end up in
dystopias.
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Baby-Led Weaning

The Essential Guide
to Introducing Solid
Foods—and Helping
Your Baby to Grow
Up a Happy and
Confident Eater The
Experiment

The Natural, No-Fuss,
No-Purée Method for
Starting Your Baby on
Solid Foods “[Baby-Led
Weaning] makes life so
much easier.” —The
Times, London Baby-
Led Weaning explodes
the myth that babies
need to be spoon-fed
and shows why self-
feeding from the start
of the weaning process
is the healthiest way
for your child to
develop. With baby-led
weaning (BLW, for
short), you can skip
purées and make the
transition to solid food
by following your
baby’s cues. At about
six months, most

babies are ready to join
the family at the
kitchen table and
discover food for
themselves. Baby-Led
Weaning is the
definitive guide to this
crucial period in your
child’s development,
and shows you how to
help your baby:
Participate in family
meals right from the
start Experiment with
food at his or her own
pace Develop new
abilities, including
hand-eye coordination
and chewing Learn to
love a variety of foods
and to enjoy mealtimes
Baby-led weaning
became a parenting
phenomenon in the UK
practically overnight,
inspiring a fast-growing
and now international
online community of
parents who practice
baby-led

weaning—with blogs
and pictures to prove

36 The Handmaids Tale

2025-05-01



The Handmaids Tale 37
it! In Baby-Led enhance your
Weaning, world-leading understanding and

BLW authority Gill
Rapley and early BLW

practitioner and
coauthor Tracey
Murkett deliver

everything you need to
know about raising
healthy, confident
eaters.

Margaret Atwood
The Handmaid's Tale

Handmaid's Tale,
the (MAXNotes
Literature Guides)
Research & Education
Assoc.

REA's MAXnotes for
Margaret Atwood's The
Handmaid's Tale
MAXnotes offer a fresh
look at masterpieces of
literature, presented in
a lively and interesting
fashion. Written by
literary experts who
currently teach the
subject, MAXnotes will

37

enjoyment of the work.
MAXnotes are designed
to stimulate
independent thought
about the literary work
by raising various
issues and thought-
provoking ideas and
guestions. MAXnotes
cover the essentials of
what one should know
about each work,
including an overall
summary, character
lists, an explanation
and discussion of the
plot, the work's
historical context,
illustrations to convey
the mood of the work,
and a biography of the
author. Each chapter is

individually
summarized and
analyzed, and has

study questions and
answers.

Religious
Fundamentalism in
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Margaret Atwood's
“The Handmaid's
Tale" GRIN Verlag
Seminar paper from
the year 2008 in the
subject English
Language and
Literature Studies -
Literature, grade: 2,7,

RWTH Aachen
University (Institut fur
Anglistik), course:

Utopian and Dystopian
Novels, SS 2008, 24

entries in the
bibliography, language:
English, abstract:
Margaret Atwood

needs no longer an
introduction in the
common sense,
because she is one of
the most popular and
productive writers in
the world. Her works,
especially her novels
are taught at many
universities worldwide.
Her books are
bestsellers and
subjects of critical
reviews and

academical studies.
Margaret Atwood wrote
her novel The
Handmaid's Tale in a
time when religious
fundamentalism had
already been
established in the
United States. Through
this historical
background and her
own experience with
religious

fundamentalism and
the rising of feminism,
it is not surprising that
her novels also deal
with such a thematic
aspects. Moreover,
Atwood copies her own
experiences and
imaginations of

religious
fundamentalism into
the fictive and

futuristic world of
Gilead.

The Summary of the
Handmaid's Tale:
Based On the Book
By Margaret Atwood
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Lulu Press, Inc

Change has arrived in
America. With it comes
a new world order—the
rise of a theocratic
regime called the
Republic of Gilead
which takes the Old
Testament at its every
word. Margaret
Atwood's The
Handmaid's Tale is told
through the eyes of
Offred, one of the ill-
fated Handmaids in the
new Republic of Gilead.
In the present world,
Handmaids are
stripped of their own
names, their rights,
their families, and even

39

their ability to read and
write. Now a mere
possession of one of
the new regime's
formidable
Commanders and his
Wife, Offred's value lies
only in her fertility and
her capacity to bear a
child. Gripping and
grotesque, The
Handmaid's Tale is a
dystopian masterpiece
that illustrates what
could happen when the
liberal transforms into
the puritanical, and
what people are
capable of when the
puritanical ultimately
distorts into the
radical.



