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EMPIRE FALLS
RICHARD RUSSO
BOOK RECAP

Are you looking for a
comprehensive Empire
Falls Richard Russo
recap that discovers
the significant motifs,
personalities, and key
story factors of a
cherished composition?
Look no more! In this
article, we will certainly
supply a detailed
evaluation of this book,
analyzing its literary
capacity via character
analysis, thematic
exploration, and a
close assessment of

the writer's writing
design and language
selections. Our aim is
to offer viewers with a
deep understanding
and recognition of this
publication, enabling
them to totally
submerse themselves
in its story. So, kick
back, relax, and allow's
study this Empire Falls
Richard Russo recap
together.

MAJOR STYLES OF
EMPIRE FALLS
RICHARD RUSSO

As we dive deeper
right into our
publication recap, we
can see that the major
motifs checked out in
this Empire Falls


https://derivid.route1.com/

Richard Russo
publication are vital to
recognizing its
narrative. The book
discovers motifs such
as love, loss, power,
and self-discovery,
which are all
intertwined to develop
a complex and
multilayered tale.

Love and
LOSS

The style of love and
loss is prevalent
throughout the book
Empire Falls Richard
Russo, with
personalities

experiencing both the
joys and discomforts of
charming connections.
The book discovers the
idea of real love and
exactly how it can
sustain even in one of
the most difficult of
situations. We see
personalities grappling

with this theme,
making sacrifices and
encountering
challenging choices for
love.

Power
and
Control

Another significant
motif in Empire Falls
Richard Russo is power
and control. Guide
checks out exactly how
people strive for power
and how it can corrupt
them. We see
personalities making
use of power to adjust
and control others,
leading to problem and
misfortune. This motif
highlights the
significance of using
power sensibly and
comprehending its
consequences.
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Self-
Discovery
and
ldentity

The theme of self-
discovery and
identification is also
checked out in Empire
Falls Richard Russo.
We see characters
dealing with their
identifications, both as
individuals and within
culture. This motif
highlights the value of
self-acceptance and
the trip towards
recognizing one's real
self.

Conqueri

ng
Misfortun
e

Ultimately, the book
Empire Falls Richard
Russo explores the
concept of getting rid
of difficulty. We see
characters facing
substantial challenges
and barriers, and
exactly how they
navigate via them to
ultimately expand and
become more
powerful. This motif
stresses the strength
of the human spirit and
the value of willpower.

By discovering these
major themes, Empire
Falls Richard Russo
develops a rich and
interesting story that
talks to the human
experience. These
motifs offer readers



with a much deeper
understanding of the
personalities and their
motivations, in addition
to the larger styles of
Empire Falls Richard
Russo.

CHARACTER
EVALUATION OF
EMPIRE FALLS
RICHARD RUSSO

In this area, we will
explore the main
personalities of Empire
Falls Richard Russo
publication and carry
out a comprehensive
personality evaluation.
Via this, we intend to
obtain a deeper
understanding of their
traits, inspirations, and
general advancement
throughout the story.

Character

1

Character 1 is the lead
character of the tale
and plays a main duty
in driving the narrative
forward. Their journey
is just one of self-

discovery and
development, as they
navigate the

challenges and barriers
presented to them. Via
their activities and
interactions with
others, we acquire
insight right into their
complicated
personality

motivations.

Character
2

Character 2 is a
supporting character
who functions as an
aluminum foil to
Personality 1. Their
different  personality

and
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and worths offer a
fascinating dynamic
and contribute to the
total problem and
stress of the story in
Empire Falls Richard
Russo. With their
communications with
Personality 1 and
various other
characters, we obtain a
deeper understanding
of their role in the
narrative and their
impact on the tale's
themes.

Character
3

Character 3 is an
antagonist that
positions a significant
threat to Character 1
and their objectives.
Via their activities and
inspirations, we get
understanding right
into their own internal
battles and
inspirations. By

examining their role in
the narrative and their
interactions  with
various other
personalities, we can
better recognize the
motifs of Empire Falls
Richard Russo story
and the effect of their
activities on the story.

With a thorough
personality analysis,
we acquire a much
deeper understanding
of the tale's motifs and
story. Taking a look at
the traits, motivations,
and development of
each character allows
us to value the
complexity of Empire
Falls Richard Russo
story and the writer's
skillful portrayal of
their characters.

SECRET PLOT
FACTORS OF
EMPIRE FALLS
RICHARD RUSSO

Throughout guide,



there are a number of
essential story points
that drive the story
ahead and shape the
direction of the tale.

The
Inciting
Event in
Empire
Falls
Richard
RuUsso

The provoking event
that sets the story right
into movement is when
the protagonist obtains
a mystical letter

for the rest of the plot
to unravel.

The
Discovery
of the
First Body

Soon after showing up
on the island, the
personalities find the
initial body, which
triggers a chain of
occasions and
increases the risks of
the tale. This Empire
Falls Richard Russo's
story point develops a
feeling of necessity
and danger for the
personalities, as they
recognize they are
caught on the island

inviting them to a with a potential
private island. This murderer.
occasion sparks

inquisitiveness and

establishes the phase
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The

Discovery
of the

Awesome
's ldentity
In Empire

Falls

Richard

RuUssoO

As the story unfolds,
we find out more about
each character's
inspirations and
possible involvement in
the murders. The
revelation of the
awesome's identity is
an essential story
factor that ties

together the numerous
threads of the tale and
gives a gratifying
verdict for the viewers.

The Last
Conflict
of Empire
-alls
Richard
RUSSO

The last battle in
between the
protagonist and the
killer is a pivotal
moment in the story,
as the stress and
suspense reach their
orgasm. This plot
factor is vital for
bringing closure to the
story and resolving the
problems that have
actually been building




throughout Empire
Falls Richard Russo
publication.

Overall, these crucial
story points interact to
develop a natural and
engaging story that
maintains readers on
the edge of their seats.
By very carefully
crafting each twist and
turn, the writer has
developed a tale that is
both satisfying and
remarkable.

SETTING AND
ATMOSPHERE IN
EMPIRE FALLS
RICHARD RUSSO
RECAP

As we look into the
literary globe of Empire
Falls Richard Russo
publication, we can not
assist but be struck by
the brilliant and
expressive setting that
the author has
developed. The tale
happens in a village

nestled in the heart of
the countryside, where
the rolling hillsides and
vast open spaces
supply a stark contrast
to the busy city life
that a lot of us are
accustomed to.

The author's
descriptions of the all-
natural landscape are
extremely sensory,
with brilliant images
that transfers the
reader into the heart of
the story. We can
practically feel the
heat of the sun on our
skin and listen to the
rustling of the fallen
leaves in the gentle
breeze. This interest to
detail produces an
effective  feeling of
ambience, as if the
setting itself were a
personality in Empire
Falls Richard Russo
story.

8 Empire Falls Richard Russo
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The
Impact of
Establishi
ng on the
State of

mind

The setting plays a
crucial duty fit the
mood of the story,
producing a feeling of
peace and calmness
that is at odds with the
emotional turmoil that
many of the characters
are experiencing. This
comparison creates a
feeling of stress that
includes deepness and
complexity to the
story.

At the very same time,
the setup likewise acts
as a powerful icon of

the personalities’
desires and ambitions.
The large open rooms
represent the countless
possibilities that life
has to offer, while the
encased town signifies
the restrictions that
most of us encounter
in our lives. This
duality develops an
effective  feeling of
significance and
vibration that remains
long after Empire Falls
Richard Russo tale has
actually finished.

The
Worth of
Expressiv
e
Language

The author's use of
language is also worth
noting, as it includes



an extra layer of
deepness and intricacy
to the setup and
atmosphere. The
language is very poetic
and expressive, with
abundant allegories
and detailed
expressions that bring
the readying to life in
brilliant detail.

Through this use of
language, the author
has actually developed
an effective sense of
immersion, as if we are
experiencing the
setting and
environment firsthand.
This immersive top
quality is just one of
Empire Falls Richard
Russo's best
toughness, and it is
what makes the story
so unforgettable and
impactful.

To conclude, the
setting and
environment of Empire
Falls Richard Russo
publication are

10

essential to its
emotional impact and
narrative depth.
Through rich

descriptions and poetic
language, the writer
has brought the globe
of the tale to life in
vivid detail, creating a
sense of immersion
and resonance that
lingers long after the
final web page has
been transformed.

CREATING STYLE
AND LANGUAGE IN
EMPIRE FALLS
RICHARD RUSSO

As we study the
creating style and
language of this book
Empire Falls Richard
Russo, we see that the
writer has an one-of-a-
kind and distinct voice
that sets them besides
various other authors.
Their language is
specific and nuanced,
developing a vivid and
compelling analysis

10
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experience. The writer
expertly utilizes literary
tools such as
allegories, similes, and
foreshadowing to
communicate much
deeper definition and
intricacy.

Allegories
and
Similes

The writer typically
uses metaphors and
similes to describe
personalities and
events in the tale. As
an example, in one
scene of Empire Falls
Richard Russo, the lead
character is referred to
as a "injured bird with
a damaged wing,"
highlighting her
vulnerability and the
difficulties she faces.
An additional
personality is

11

contrasted to a
"serpent in the turf,"
stressing their deceitful
nature.

Such figurative
language includes
depth and intricacy to
personalities and plot
factors, making them
extra relatable and
unforgettable.

Empire
-alls
Richard
RUSSO
-oreshad
owing

The author additionally
employs

foreshadowing to hint
at future events and
develop suspense. In
one very early scene,




the lead character
notifications a dark and
foreboding tornado
coming close to, which
later ends up being a
pivotal moment in the
story. The author
utilizes this technique
to maintain visitors
involved and guessing
about what will
certainly happen next.

Furthermore, the
author's composing
design and language
choices are appropriate
to Empire Falls Richard
Russo's styles and
setup. The tale takes
place in a gritty and
dark urban
atmosphere, and the
writer's language
reflects this, with harsh
and vibrant
descriptions of the city
and its occupants. This
creates a feeling of
ambience and mood
that enhances the
reading experience.

12

Verdict

On the whole, the
author's composing
style and language are
major staminas of this
publication, drawing
readers in and keeping
them engaged
throughout. The use of
metaphors, similes,
and foreshadowing
includes depth and
intricacy to the
personalities and
Empire Falls Richard
Russo story, while
additionally producing
an abundant sense of
ambience and mood.
Via their writing, the
author has actually

crafted a truly
immersive and
compelling Empire

Falls Richard Russo
story that visitors will
remember long after
they finish reading.
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FINAL THOUGHT

After carrying out an
extensive analysis of
guide Empire Falls
Richard Russo, we can
confidently say that it
is a provocative and
emotionally powerful
work of literature.
Through our expedition
of the significant styles
and vital story factors,
we have actually
gotten a deeper
understanding of the
story and its
characters.

The
Relevanc
e of
Personalit

13

EMPIRE FS).LS

Evaluatio
n

By checking out the
inspirations and
advancement of the
primary personalities,
we were able to value
the complexity of their
partnerships and the
effect  they carry
Empire Falls Richard
Russo story. The depth
of personality
evaluation permitted
us to get in touch with
the characters on a
personal degree,
allowing us to totally
recognize their
experiences and
emotions.

The



Significan
ce of

The Value
of Writing

Settingtyle and

and

Language

Atmosphklection

ere

The author's interest to
detail in Empire Falls
Richard Russo's setup
and atmosphere plays
a critical function in
producing a palpable
mood and tone. The
brilliant descriptions of
the setting heightened
our detects, making us
feel as though we were
staying in the world of
the book. This added to
a more immersive
reading experience
and a much deeper
understanding of the
narrative.

S

The author's creating
design and language
selections likewise
significantly influenced
our reading
experience. Making use
of metaphorical
language and poetic
prose produced a
lyrical high quality that
added to the overall
elegance of this book
Empire Falls Richard
Russo. The author's
words repainted a
dazzling photo in our
minds, permitting us to
completely visualize

14 Empire Falls Richard Russo
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the tale in our heads.

Overall, our analysis of
Empire Falls Richard
Russo has actually
provided us with an
abundant
understanding of the
narrative and its
literary capacity. We
highly suggest this
publication to viewers
that are seeking a
thought-provoking and
psychologically
impactful read.

Empire Falls Vintage

Winner of the Pulitzer
Prize “Russo writes
with a warm, vibrant
humanity.... A stirring
mix of poignancy,
drama and comedy.”
—The Washington Post
Welcome to Empire
Falls, a blue-collar town
full of abandoned mills
whose citizens
surround themselves
with the comforts and
feuds provided by

15

lifelong friends and
neighbors and who find
humor and hope in the
most unlikely places, in
this Pulitzer Prize-
winning novel by
Richard Russo. Miles
Roby has been slinging
burgers at the Empire
Grill for 20 years, a job
that cost him his
college education and
much of his self-
respect. What keeps
him there? It could be
his bright, sensitive
daughter Tick, who
needs all his help
surviving the local high
school. Or maybe it's
Janine, Miles’ soon-to-
be ex-wife, who's
taken up with a
noxiously vain health-

club proprietor. Or
perhaps it's the
imperious Francine

Whiting, who owns
everything in town-and
seems to believe that
“everything” includes
Miles himself. In



Empire Falls Richard
Russo delves deep into
the blue-collar heart of
America in a work that
overflows with hilarity,
heartache, and grace.

Empire Falls Atlantic
Books

WINNER OF THE
PULITZER PRIZE FOR
FICTION Miles Roby has
been slinging burgers
at the Empire Grill for
20 years, a job that
cost him his college
education and much of
his self-respect. What
keeps him there? It
could be his bright,
sensitive daughter
Tick, who needs all his
help surviving the local
high school. Or maybe
it's Janine, Miles' soon-
to-be ex-wife, who's
taken up with a
noxiously vain health-
club proprietor. Or
perhaps it's the
imperious Francine
Whiting, who owns

16

everything in town -
and seems to believe
that ‘everything'
includes Miles himself.
In Empire Falls Richard
Russo delves deep into
the blue-collar heart of
America in a work that
overflows with hilarity,
heartache, and grace.

Empire Falls Allen &
Unwin

Miles Roby has been
slinging burgers at the
Empire Grill for 20
years, a job that cost
him his college
education and much of
his self- respect. What
keeps him there? It
could be his bright,
sensitive daughter
Tick, who needs all his
help surviving high
school. Or maybe it's
Janine, Miles' soon-to-
be ex-wife, who's taken
up with a noxiously
vain health-club
proprietor. Or perhaps
it's the imperious

16
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Francine Whiting, who
owns everything in
town-and seems to

believe that
‘everything' includes
Miles himself. In

Empire Falls Richard
Russo delves deep into
the blue-collar heart of
America in a work that
overflows with hilarity,
heartache, and grace.

Straight Man

A Novel Vintage

Hilarious and true-to-
life, witty,
compassionate, and
impossible to put
down, Straight Man
follows Hank
Devereaux through
one very bad week in
this novel from Pulitzer
Prize-winning author
Richard Russo. William
Henry Devereaux, Jr., is
the reluctant chairman
of the English
department of a badly
underfunded college in

17

the Pennsylvania rust
belt. Devereaux's
reluctance is partly
rooted in his character-
-he is a born anarchist-
-and partly in the fact
that his department is
more savagely divided
than the Balkans. In
the course of a single
week, Devereaux will
have his nose mangled
by an angry colleague,
imagine his wife is
having an affair with
his dean, wonder if a
curvaceous adjunct is
trying to seduce him
with peach pits, and
threaten to execute a
goose on local
television. All this while
coming to terms with
his philandering father,
the dereliction of his
youthful promise, and
the ominous failure of
certain vital body
functions. In short,
Straight Man is classic
Russo—side-splitting,
poignant,



compassionate, and

unforgettable.
Everybody's Fool

A novel Vintage

A New York Times
2016 Notable Book An
immediate national
best seller and instant
classic from the
Pulitzer Prize-winning
author of Empire Falls.
Richard Russo returns
to North Bath—"a town
where dishonesty
abounds, everyone
misapprehends
everyone else and half
the citizens are half-
crazy” (The New York
Times)—and the
characters who made
Nobody’'s Fool a
beloved choice of book
clubs everywhere.
Everybody’s Fool is
classic Russo, filled
with humor, heart,
hard times, and people
you can’t help but love,
possibly because their

18

various faults make
them so human.
Everybody’s Fool picks
up roughly a decade
since we were last with
Miss Beryl and Sully on
New Year's Eve 1984.
The irresistible Sully,
who in the intervening
years has come by
some unexpected good
fortune, is staring
down a VA
cardiologist’s estimate
that he has only a year
or two left, and it's
hard work trying to
keep this news from
the most important
people in his life: Ruth,
the married woman he
carried on with for
years . . . the ultra-
hapless Rub Squeers,
who worries that he
and Sully aren’t still
best friends . . . Sully’s
son and grandson, for
whom he was mostly
an absentee figure
(and now a regretful
one). We also enjoy the

18
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company of Doug
Raymer, the chief of
police who's obsessing
primarily over the
identity of the man his
wife might've been
about to run off with,
before dying in a freak

accident . . . Bath’s
mayor, the former
academic Gus
Moynihan, whose wife
problems are, if
anything, even more
pressing . .. and then

there’'s Carl Roebuck,
whose lifelong run of
failing upward might
now come to ruin. And
finally, there’s Charice
Bond—a light at the
end of the tunnel that
is Chief Raymer’s
office—as well as her
brother, Jerome, who
might well be the train
barreling into the
station. A crowning
achievement—"like
hopping on the last
empty barstool
surrounded by old

19

friends”
(Entertainment
Weekly)—from one of
the greatest
storytellers of our time.

Nobody's Fool
Vintage
This slyly funny,

moving novel about a
blue-collar town in
upstate New York—and
in the life of Sully, of
one of its unluckiest
citizens, who has been
doing the wrong thing
triumphantly for fifty
years—is a classic
American story.
Divorced from his own
wife and carrying on
halfheartedly with
another man's, saddled
with a bum knee and
friends who make
enemies redundant,
Sully now has one new
problem to cope with:
a long-estranged son
who is in imminent
danger of following in
his father's footsteps.



With its uproarious
humor and a heart that
embraces humanity's
follies as well as its
triumphs, Nobody's
Fool, from Pulitzer
Prize-winning author,
Richard Russo, is
storytelling at its most
generous. Nobody’s
Fool was made into a
movie starring Paul
Newman, Bruce Willis,
Jessica Tandy, and
Melody Griffith.

The Risk Pool Vintage
A wonderfully funny,
perceptive novel The
Risk Pool is set in
Mohawk, New York,
where Ned Hall is doing
his best to grow up,
even though neither of
his estranged parents
can properly be called
adult. His father, Sam,
cultivates bad habits
so assiduously that he
is stuck at the bottom
of his auto insurance
risk pool. His mother,

20

Jenny, is slowly going
crazy from resentment
at a husband who
refuses either to stay
or to stay away. As
Ned veers between
allegiances to these
grossly inadequate role
models, Richard Russo
gives us a book that
overflows with outsized

characters and
outlandish
predicaments and

whose vision of family
is at once irreverent
and unexpectedly
moving. In the
traditions of Thornton
Wilder and Anne Tyler,
The Risk Pool was
hailed by The New York
Times as “...superbly
original and maliciously
funny. Russo proves
himself a master at
evoking the sights,
feelings, and smells of
a town.”

Chances Are .. ..

20 Empire Falls Richard Russo
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A novel Vintage
“[Russo’s] first novel in
ten years hits the ball
out of the park. . ..
You’'ll lap up this
gripping, wise, and
wonderful summer
treat.” —The Boston
Globe “A cascade of
charm. ... Russo is an
undeniably endearing
writer, and chances are
this story will draw you
back to the most
consequential
moments in your own
life.”—The Washington
Post One beautiful
September day, three
men in their late sixties
convene on Martha's
Vineyard, friends ever
since meeting in
college in the sixties.
They couldn't have
been more different
then, or even
today—Lincoln's a
commercial real estate
broker, Teddy a tiny-
press publisher, and
Mickey is a musician

21

beyond his rockin' age.
But each man holds his
own secrets, in
addition to the
monumental mystery
that none of them has
ever stopped puzzling
over since a Memorial
Day weekend right
here on the Vineyard in
1971. Now, forty-five
years later, three lives
and that of a
significant other are
put on displaywhile the
distant past confounds
the present ina
relentless squall of
surprise and discovery.
Shot through with
Russo's trademark
comedy and humanity,
Chances Are
introduces a new level
of suspense and
menace that will
quicken the reader's
heartbeat throughout
this absorbing saga.

Bridge of Sighs
Vintage



This moving novel
follows Louis Charles
Lynch (“Lucy”) as he
and his wife of forty
years are about to
embark on a vacation
to Italy. Lucy is sixty
years old and has
spent his entire life in
Thomaston, New York.
Like his late, beloved
father, Lucy is an
optimist, though he’s
had plenty of reasons
not to be—chief among
them his mother, still
indomitably alive. Yet it
was her shrewdness,
combined with that
Lynch optimism, that
had propelled them
years ago to the right
side of the tracks and
created an “empire” of
convenience stores
about to be passed on
to the next generation.
Lucy's oldest friend,

22

Thomaston. In fact, the
exact nature of their
friendship is one of the
many mysteries Lucy
hopes to untangle in
the “history” he’s
writing of his
hometown and family.
And with his story
interspersed with that
of Noonan, the native
son who’'d fled so long
ago, the destinies
building up around
both of them (and
Sarah, too) are
relentless, constantly
surprising, and utterly
revealing. Bridge of
Sighs, from the
beloved Pulitzer Prize-
winning author of
Empire Falls, is a
moving novel about
small-town America
that expands Russo's
widely heralded
achievement in ways

once a rival for his both familiar and
wife's affection, leads a astonishing.

life in Venice far

removed from Elsewhere Vintage
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This work is the
author's memoir of his
life, his parents, and
the upstate New York
town they all struggled
variously to escape.
Anyone familiar with
the author's fiction will
recognize Gloversville,
New York, once famous
for producing that
eponymous product
and anything else
made of leather. This is
where the author grew
up, the only son of an
aspirant mother and a
good-time, second-
fiddle father who were
born into this close-knit
community. But by the
time of his childhood in
the 1950s, prosperity
was inexorably being
replaced by poverty
and illness (often
tannery-related),
everyone barely
scraping by under a
very low horizon. A
world elsewhere was
the dream his mother

23

instilled in Rick, and
strived for herself, and
their subsequent
adventures and
tribulations, recounted
here, only to prove
lifelong, as would
Gloversville's fearsome
grasp on them both.

That Old Cape Magic
Vintage

For Griffin, all paths, all
memories, converge at
Cape Cod. The Cape is
where he took his
childhood summer
vacations, where he
and his wife, Joy,
honeymooned, where
they decided he'd
leave his LA
screenwriting job to
become a college
professor, and where
they celebrated the
marriage of their
daughter Laura’s best
friend. But when their
beloved Laura’s
wedding takes place a
year later, Griffin is



caught between
chauffeuring his
mother’s and father’s
ashes in two urns and
contending with Joy
and her large, unruly
family. Both he and
she have also brought
dates along. How in the
world could this have
happened? By turns
hilarious, rueful, and
uplifting, That Old
Cape Magic is a
profoundly involving
novel about marriage,
family, and all the
other ties that bind.

A Study Guide for
Richard Russo's
"Empire Falls" Gale,
Cengage Learning

A Study Guide for
Richard Russo's
"Empire Falls,"
excerpted from Gale's
acclaimed Novels for
Students. This concise
study guide includes

24

author biography;
study questions;
historical context;
suggestions for further
reading; and much
more. For any

literature project, trust
Novels for Students for
all of your research
needs.

Trajectory Knopf

"In this pair of novellas
and two stories,
Russo's characters
bear little similarity to
the blue-collar citizens
we're familiar with
from most of his
novels. In "Horseman,"
a tenured professor
confronts a young
plagiarist as well as her
own weaknesses as the
Thanksgiving holiday
approaches--"And after
that, who knew?" In

"Intervention," a
realtor facing an
ominous medical

plot summary; prognosis finds himself
character analysis; in his father's shadow
24 Empire Falls Richard Russo  2023-08-18
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while he presses
forward, or not. In
"Voice," a semi-retired
English professor is
conned by his
increasingly estranged
brother into coming
along on a group tour
of the Biennale, fleeing
a mortifying incident
with a traumatized
student back in
Massachusetts but
encountering further
complications en route.
And in "Milton and
Marcus," a lapsed
novelist is struggling
with his wife's illness
and trying to rekindle
his screenwriting
career, only to be
stymied by the
pratfalls of that trade
when he's called to an

aging, iconic star's
mountaintop in
Wyoming"--
Mohawk Vintage

Mohawk, New York, is
one of those small

25

towns that lie almost
entirely on the wrong
side of the tracks. Its
citizens, too, have
fallen on hard times.
Dallas Younger, a star
athlete in high school,
now drifts from tavern
to poker game, losing
money, and, inevitably,
another set of false
teeth. His ex-wife,
Anne, is stuck in a
losing battle with her
mother over the care
of her sick father. And
their son, Randall, is
deliberately neglecting
his school work--
because in a place like
Mohawk it doesn't pay
to be too smart. In
Mohawk, Pulitzer Prize-
winning author,
Richard Russo,
explores these lives
with profound
compassion and flint-
hard wit. Out of
derailed ambitions and
old loves, secret
hatreds and communal



myths, he has created
a richly plotted,
densely populated, and
wonderfully written
novel that captures
every nuance of
America's backyard.

The Whore's Child

Stories Vintage

To this irresistible
debut collection of
short stories, Richard
Russo brings the same
bittersweet wit, deep
knowledge of human
nature, and
spellbinding narrative
gifts that distinguish
his best-selling novels.
His themes are the
imperfect bargains of
marriage; the
discoveries and
disillusionments of
childhood;the
unwinnable battles
men and women insist
on fighting with the
past. A cynical
Hollywood moviemaker
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confronts his dead
wife's lover and
abruptly realizes the
depth of his own
passion. As his parents’
marriage disintegrates,
a precocious fifth-
grader distracts
himself with
meditations on
baseball, spaghetti,
and his place in the
universe. And in the
title story, an elderly
nun enters a college
creative writing class
and plays havoc with
its tidy notions of fact
and fiction. The
Whore's Child is further
proof that Russo is one
of the finest writers we
have, unsparingly
truthful yet hugely
compassionate and
capable of creating
characters real that
they seem to step off
the page.

The Destiny Thief
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Essays on Writing,
Writers and Life
Vintage

"It turns out that Russo
the nonfiction writer is
a lot like Russo the
Pulitzer Prize-winning
novelist. He is affably
disagreeable, wry,
idiosyncratic,
vulnerably bighearted,
a craftsman of
lubricated
sentences."—Jay
Fielden, New York
Times Book Review A
master of the novel,
short story, and
memoir, the best-
selling and Pulitzer
Prize-winning author of
Everybody's Fool now
gives us his very first
collection of personal
essays, ranging
throughout writing and
reading and living. In
these nine essays,
Richard Russo provides
insight into his life as a
writer, teacher, friend,
and reader. From a

27

commencement

speech he gave at
Colby College, to the
story of how an oddly
placed toilet made him
reevaluate the purpose
of humor in art and life,
to a comprehensive
analysis of Mark
Twain's value, to his
harrowing journey
accompanying a dear
friend as she pursued
gender-reassignment
surgery, The Destiny
Thief reflects the broad
interests and
experiences of one of
America's most
beloved authors.
Warm, funny, wise, and
poignant, the essays
included here traverse
Russo's writing life,
expanding our
understanding of who
he is and how his
singular, incredibly
generous mind works.
An utter joy to read,
they give deep insight
into the creative
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process from the
prospective of one of
our greatest writers.

Then We Came to
the End

A Novel Little, Brown
The National Book
Award finalist and
debut novel by the
bestselling author of
The Dinner Party: "A
readymade classic of
the office-novel genre.
. A truly affecting
novel about work,
trust, love, and
loneliness." --Seattle
Times No one knows us
quite the same way as
the men and women
who sit beside us in
department meetings
and crowd the office
refrigerator with their
labeled yogurts. Every
office is a family of
sorts, and the ad
agency Joshua Ferris
brilliantly depicts in his
debut novel is family at

its strangest and best,
coping with a business
downturn in the time-
honored way: through
gossip, pranks, and
increasingly frequent
coffee breaks. With a
demon's eye for the
details that make life
worth noticing, Joshua
Ferris tells a true and
funny story about
survival in life's
strangest environment-
-the one we pretend is

normal five days a
week.

Practical Gods
Penguin

Winner of the 2001
Pulitzer Prize for

Poetry. Practical Gods
is the eighth collection
by Carl Dennis, a
critically acclaimed
poet and recent winner
of one of the most
prestigious poetry
awards, the Ruth Lilly
Prize. Carl Dennis has
won acclaim for "wise,
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original, and often
deeply moving" poems
that "ease the reader
out of accustomed
modes of seeing and
perceiving" (The New
York Times). Many of
the poems in this new
book involve an
attempt to enter into
dialogue with pagan
and biblical
perspectives, to throw
light on ordinary
experience through
metaphor borrowed
from religious myth
and to translate
religious myth into
secular terms. While
making no claims to
put us in touch with
some ultimate reality,
these clear, precise,
sensitive poems help
us to pay homage to
the everyday
household gods that
are easy to ignore, the
gods that sustain life
and make it rewarding.

29

Black River

A Novel HMH

This novel of sorrow
and suspense, set in
rural Montana, is “a
complex and powerful
story—put Black River
on the must-read list”
(The Seattle Times).
Wes Carver returns to
his hometown—Black
River, Montana—with
two things: his wife's
ashes and a letter from
the parole board. The
convict who once held
him hostage during a
prison riot is up for
release. For years, Wes
earned his living as a
correction officer and
found his joy playing
the fiddle. But the
uprising shook Wes'’s
faith and robbed him of
his music; now he must
decide if his attacker
should walk free. With
“lovely rhythms, spare
language, tenderness,
and flashes of rage,” S.
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M. Hulse shows us the
heart and darkness of
an American town, and
one man’s struggle to
find forgiveness in the
wake of evil (Los
Angeles Review of
Books).

Empire Falls

Emece

«Si realmente fuera
tan infeliz, ino me
daria cuenta?», se
pregunta Miles Roby
tras ser abandonado
por su mujer a causa
de la insatisfaccion
sexual. Russo revela
cémo un hombre
inteligente de cuarenta
afos es incapaz de
reconocer su propia
desesperacion, y cémo
resulta inverosimil el
mejoramiento de una
vida que se desarrolla
en Empire Falls, un
pueblo industrial en
decadencia.

Sh*tshow Vintage

A Vintage Shorts Short
Story original. David
and Ellie didn’t realize
how much they have
missed their friends,
two other couples who
had moved out of their
modest neighborhood
in a desert city for the
comforts of the
suburbs, until the day
of Donald Trump’s
election. Separated
also from their
daughter who lived
hours away in
California, they were in
a funk. But, when Ellie
discovers a repellant
offering floating in the
small Jacuzzi in their
backyard, David is
blindsided. Little does
he know this is but the
first in @ chain of grisly
events that would play
out in their lives with
devastating
consequences. In this
darkly humorous,
incisive and absorbing
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political parable,
written with the
remarkable humanity
he’s beloved for with
countless fans, Pulitzer
Prize-winner Richard
Russo probes how
deeply, yet
imperceptibly, fissures
can form amongst
friends, neighbors, and
families. An ebook
short.

The Mysteries of
Linwood Hart Vintage
A Vintage Shorts
“Short Story Month”

Selection As his
parents’ marriage
disintegrates, a

precocious if distracted
fifth-grader starts to
daydream about
baseball, spaghetti,
and his place in the
universe. Pulitzer Prize-
winning Richard Russo
is one of America’s
finest  writers, and
here, truthfully and
with compassion, he
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unwinds the slow
disillusionment of
childhood. A selection
from Russo’s
tenderhearted

collection of short
stories, The Whore's
Child. An ebook short.

Astonish Me

A novel Vintage

From the bestselling
author of Great
Circle—for years Joan
has been trying to
forget her past, to find
peace and satisfaction
in her role as wife and
mother. Few in her
drowsy California
suburb know her
thrilling history: as a
young American
ballerina in Paris, she
fell into a doomed,
passionate romance
with Soviet dance
superstar Arslan
Rusakov. After playing
a leading role in his
celebrated defection,
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Joan bowed out of the
spotlight for good,
heartbroken by Arslan
and humbled by her
own modest career.
But when her son turns
out to be a ballet
prodigy, Joan is pulled
back into a world she
thought she'd left
behind—a world of
dangerous secrets, of
Arslan, and of longing
for what will always be
just out of reach. “The
inner lives of
[Shipstead’s]
characters feel as real
and immediate as the
shifting settings they
inhabit: still-gritty
mid-1970s Manhattan,
shabbily elegant Paris,
the sunbaked suburban
sprawl of Southern
California.”
—Entertainment
Weekly

Where You Come
From Tin House Books
A Washington Post,

Chicago Review of
Books, Kirkus, and
Christian Science
Monitor Best Book of
the Month “Inventive,
funny and moving.”
—The New York Times
Book Review
Translated from the
German by Damion
Searls Winner of the
German Book Prize,
Sasa Stanisic’s
inventive and
surprising novel asks:
what makes us who we
are? In August, 1992, a
boy and his mother
flee the war in
Yugoslavia and arrive
in Germany. Six
months later, the boy’s
father joins them,
bringing a brown
suitcase, insomnia, and
a scar on his thigh.
Sasa Stanisic’'s Where
You Come From is a
novel about this family,
whose world is
uprooted and remade
by war: their history,
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their life before the
conflict, and the years
that followed their
escape as they created
a new life in a new
country. Blending
autofiction, fable, and
choose-your-own-
adventure, Where You
Come From is set in a
village where only
thirteen people remain,
in lost and made-up

memories, in
coincidences, in
choices, and in a
dragons’ den.

Translated by Damion
Searls, it's a novel
about homelands, both
remembered and
imagined, lost and
found. A book that
playfully twists form
and genre with wit and
heart to explore
questions that lie
inside all of us: about
language and shame,
about arrival and
making it just in time,
about luck and death,

33

about what role our
origins and memories
play in our lives.

Off

Vintage
In this flawless novella,
Mona Simpson turns
her powers of
observation toward
characters who, unlike
Ann and Adele August
in her bestselling
Anywhere but Here,
choose to stay rather
than go. As a high
school student in
Green Bay, Bea
Maxwell raised money
for good causes; later,

Keck Road

she became a
successful real estate
agent and an

accomplished knitter.
The one thing missing
from her life is a
romantic relationship.
She soon settles
comfortably into the
role of stylish spinster
and do-gooder. Woven
into Bea's story are
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stories of other lifelong
residents of Green Bay
and the changes time
brings to a town and its
residents. This pure
and simple work once
again proves Mona
Simpson one of the
defining writers of her
generation.

The Cabinet Watkins
Media Limited

Winner of the
Munhakdongne Novel
Award, South Korea's
most prestigious
literary prize. Cabinet
13 looks exactly like
any normal filing
cabinet...Except this
cabinet is filled with
files on the
‘symptomers’, humans
whose strange abilities
and bizarre
experiences might just
mark the emergence of
a new species. But to
Mr Kong, the harried
office worker whose job
it is to look after the

cabinet, the
symptomers are a
headache; especially
the one who won't stop
calling every day,
asking to be turned
into a cat. A richly
funny and fantastical
novel about the
strangeness at the
heart of even the most
everyday lives, from
one of South Korea's
most acclaimed
novelists. Translated
by Sean Lin Halbert

The Misread City

New Literary Los
Angeles

This new and
necessary book ? a
collection of author

profiles, literary
journalism, and
speculative pieces

about the Southland?s
writing and publishing
scene ? aims to
capture the Southern
California of here and
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now. We want to get at
the Los Angeles that
came after the
gumshoes, the
wisecracking

Englishmen, after the
Boosters, the Beats,
and the boozers, after
the despairing heroines
of Joan Didion and the
coked-up rich kids of
Bret Easton Ellis. What
is literary Los Angeles
about now? Do these
old templates survive,
the way Hawthorne?s
Puritans still echo
through the fiction of
New England and
Cooper?s frontiersmen
still stalk the literature
of the mountain West?
Without ignoring the
city?s rich past, we
have tried to focus on
the present-living
writers active in the
final decade of the last
century and the first
few years of the new
one. One gquiding
conviction is that the

35

literary arts have taken
their own shape in
Southern California;
from its poetry to its
pulp fiction, a shape
that often baffles its
Eastern and British
visitorsContributors
include: Brendan
Bernhard, Wanda
Coleman, Jenny Factor,
David Fine, Kate Gale,
Lynell George, Peter
Gilstrap, Laurence
Goldstein, Pico lyer,
Ken Kelley, David
Kipen, Ron Koertge,
Suzanne Lummis,
Susan Moffat, John
Powers, David St. John,
Sara Scribner, Paul
Skenazy, Timothy
Steele, Ariel Swartley,
David L. Ulin, Amy
Uyematsu, Gina
Valdes, Marcos M.
Villatoro, Charles
Harper Webb, Chryss
Yost.

Empire Falls by
Richard Russo
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Notes

Bridge of Sighs
Vintage

After sixty years of
living in the upstate
New York town of
Thomaston, Louis
Charles and his wife of
forty years, Sarah,
prepare for a trip to
I[taly to visit Louis’
childhood friend, an
artist who had fled his
hometown many years
earlier.

Author Photo
Portraits, 1983-2002

Simon and Schuster
A collection of two

hundred of the
photographer's most
significant author

portraits includes those
of such writers as John
Irving, Joyce Carol
Oates, Truman Capote,
Cormac McCarthy, and
Gloria Naylor. 20,000
first printing.

Super Host Penguin

A New York Times Book
Review Editors' Choice
A deeply funny and
shrewdly observed
debut novel about
being lost in the very
place you know by
heart. Bennett Driscoll
has had better days. A
Turner Prize-nominated
artist, Bennett was
once a rising star. Now,
at age fifty-five, his
wife has left him, he
hasn't sold a painting
in two years, and his
gallery wants to stop
selling his work,
claiming they'll have
more value
retrospectively...when
he's dead. So, left with
a large West London
home and no income,
he's forced to move
into his artist's studio
in the back garden and
list his house on the
popular vacation rental
site, AirBed. A stranger
in his own home, with
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his daughter, Mia, off different as Richard
at art school, and any Price, Richard Ford,
new relationships and Richard

fizzling out at best,
Bennett has trouble
finding purpose in his
day-to-day. That all
changes when three
different
guests—lonely
American Alicia;
tortured artist Emma;
and cautiously
optimistic divorcée
Kirstie—unwittingly
unlock the pieces of
himself that have been
lost to him for too long.

Empire falls

Mercy Street
HarperCollins

NATIONAL BESTSELLER
“Ms. Haigh is an
expertly nuanced
storyteller long
overdue for major
attention. Her work is
gripping, real, and
totally immersive, akin
to that of writers as
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Russo.”—Janet Maslin,
New York Times The
highly praised,
“extraordinary” (New
York Times Book
Review) novel about
the disparate lives that
intersect at a women'’s
clinic in Boston, by
New York Times
bestselling author
Jennifer Haigh For
almost a decade,
Claudia has counseled
patients at Mercy
Street, a clinic in the
heart of the city. The
work is consuming, the
unending dramas of
women in crisis. For its
patients, Mercy Street
offers more than health
care; for many, it is a
second chance. But
outside the clinic, the
reality is different.
Anonymous threats are
frequent. A small,
determined group of



anti-abortion
demonstrators appears
each morning at its
door. As the protests
intensify, fear creeps
into Claudia’s days, a
humming anxiety she
manages with frequent
visits to Timmy, an
affable pot dealer in
the midst of his own
existential crisis. At
Timmy's, she
encounters a random
assortment of
customers, including
Anthony, a lost soul
who spends most of his
life online, chatting
with the mysterious
Excelsiorll—the
screenname of Victor
Prine, an anti-abortion
crusader who has set
his sights on Mercy
Street and is ready to
risk it all for his beliefs.
Mercy Street is a novel
for right now, a story of
the polarized American
present. Jennifer Haigh,
“an expert natural
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storyteller with a keen
sense of her
characters’ humanity”
(New York Times), has
written a
groundbreaking novel,
a fearless examination
of one of the most
divisive issues of our
time.

NOVELS
STUDENTS

FOR

A Study Guide for
Richard Russo's
"empire Falls."

Understanding
Richard Russo Univ of
South Carolina Press
Understanding Richard
Russo explores the
significant themes and
patterns in this
contemporary
American author’s
seven novels, a
memoir, and two short
story collections,
including the 2002
Pulitzer Prize-winning

38

Empire Falls Richard Russo

2023-08-18



Empire Falls Richard Russo

39

novel, Empire Falls.
Known for assembling
large casts of eccentric
characters and
sweeping multi-
generational storylines,
Russo brings to life
hard-hit rural
manufacturing towns
and their inhabitants
even as he explores
the bewildering, painful
complexities of family
relationships. This
critical study by
Kathleen Drowne first
recounts Russo’s
biography, then
explores his novels
chronologically, and
ends with a chapter
dedicated to his other
works. Drowne invites
readers to appreciate
more fully Russo’s
evocative portrayals of
hardscrabble working-
class life in failing rural
towns of the Northeast
by identifying major
themes and patterns
present in Russo’s
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work. In Mohawk, The
Risk Pool, Nobody’'s
Fool, Empire Falls and
Bridge of Sighs,
readers can see the
primary recurring
theme of Russo’s work:
the plight of
deteriorating rural
communities and the
dramatic impact of that
decline on their blue-
collar inhabitants. A

second important
theme in Russo’s
fiction is the

complicated
relationship between
emotionally scarred
sons and their abusive,
absent, or neglectful
fathers; such
relationships fuel the
narratives of The Risk
Pool, Nobody’s Fool,
Empire Falls, Bridge of
Sighs, and That Old
Cape Magic. Russo also
utilizes large casts of
realistic but highly
eccentric
characters—worn-out



shopkeepers and odd-
jobbers, alcoholics,
invalids, and ne’er-do-
wells—whose lives are
emblematic of both the
dignity and the
desperation of
crumbling Rust Belt
towns. Russo
possesses, as one New
York Times reviewer
commented, “that
wonderfully
unfashionable gift for
effortless  storytelling
on a sweeping,
multigenerational
scale,” which
undoubtedly cements
his place among his
contemporaries in
modern American
literature. Drowne
offers  readers an
insightful point of
entrance into Russo’s
body of work to date.

The Noonday Demon

40

and Schuster

The author offers a
look at depression,
drawing on his own
battle with the illness
and interviews with
fellow sufferers,
researchers, and
doctors to assess the
disease's complexities,
causes, symptoms, and
available therapies.

Crossing to Safety
Modern Library

Introduction by Terry
Tempest Williams
Afterword by T. H.
Watkins Called a
“magnificently crafted
story . . . brimming
with wisdom” by
Howard Frank Mosher
in The Washington Post
Book World, Crossing
to Safety has, since its
publication in 1987,
established itself as
one of the greatest and
most cherished

An Atlas Of American novels of the
Depression Simon twentieth century.
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Tracing the lives, loves,
and aspirations of two
couples who move
between Vermont and
Wisconsin, it is a work
of quiet majesty, deep
compassion, and
powerful insight into

the alchemy of
friendship and
marriage.

Alien Stories

American Reader
Short Fiction Prize-
winning collection of
short stories that use
science  fiction to
explore immigration,
diaspora, and the
concept of otherness.
Chances Are...
Vintage

"[Russo's] first novel in
ten years hits the ball
out of the park. . ..
You'll lap up this
gripping, wise, and
wonderful summer
treat." --The Boston
Globe "A cascade of
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charm. ... Russo is an
undeniably endearing
writer, and chances are
this story will draw you
back to the most
consequential

moments in your own
life."--The Washington
Post One beautiful
September day, three
men in their late sixties
convene on Martha's
Vineyard, friends ever
since meeting in
college in the sixties.
They couldn't have
been more different
then, or even today--
Lincoln's a commercial
real estate broker,
Teddy a tiny-press
publisher, and Mickey
is @ musician beyond
his rockin' age. But
each man holds his
own secrets, in
addition to the
monumental mystery
that none of them has
ever stopped puzzling
over since a Memorial
Day weekend right
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here on the Vineyard in
1971. Now, forty-five
years later, three lives
and that of a
significant other are
put on displaywhile the
distant past confounds
the present ina
relentless squall of
surprise and discovery.
Shot through with
Russo's trademark
comedy and humanity,
Chances Are
introduces a new level
of suspense and
menace that will
quicken the reader's
heartbeat throughout
this absorbing saga.
The Bridge of Sighs
A Novel Minotaur
Books

From the author of
New York Times
bestseller The Tourist...
It's August, 1948, three
years after the

Russians "liberated"
the nation from

German Occupation.
But the Red Army still
patrols the capital's
rubble-strewn streets,
and the ideals of the
Revolution are but
memories. Twenty-two-
year-old Detective Emil
Brod finally gets his
chance to serve his
country, investigating
murder for the People's
Militia. The first victim
is a state songwriter,
but the facts point to a
political motive. Emil
would like to
investigate further, but
his colleagues in
Homicide are
suspicious or silent: He
is on his own in this
new, dangerous world.
The Bridge of Sighs
launches a unique
series of crime novels
featuring a cast of
characters in an ever-
evolving landscape,
the politically volatile
terrain of Eastern
Europe in the second
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half of the 20th Sighsis a 2004 Edgar
century. The Bridge of Award Nominee for
Best First Novel.
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