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La vie devant soi
De visie van een 14-jarige jongen van Arabische afkomst op het rosse leven in Montmartre en op de
Joodse vrouw aan wie hij met andere kinderen van prostituées is toevertrouwd

Life Before Us

Romain Gary

A Tall Story Random House
Airman, war hero, immigrant, law student, diplomat, novelist and celebrity spouse, Romain Gary had
several lives thrust upon him by the history of the twentieth century, but he also aspired to lead
many more. He wrote more than two dozen books and a score of short stories under several
different names in two languages, English and French, neither of which was his mother tongue. Gary
had a gift for narrative that endeared him to ordinary readers, but won him little respect among
critics far more intellectual than he could ever be. His varied and entertaining writing career tells a
different  story  about  the  making  of  modern  literary  culture  from  the  one  we  are  accustomed  to
hearing. Born Roman Kacew in Vilna (now Lithuania) in 1914 and raised by only his mother after his
father left them, Gary rose to become French Consul General in Los Angeles and the only man ever
to win the Goncourt Prize twice. This biography follows the many threads that lead from Gary's
wartime adventures and early literary career to his years in Hollywood and his marriage to the
actress Jean Seberg. It illuminates his works in all their incarnations, and culminates in the tale of his
most brilliant deception: the fabrication of a complex identity for his most successful nom de plume,
Émile Ajar. In his new portrait of Gary, David Bellos brings biographical research together with
literary  and  cultural  analysis  to  make sense  of  the  many lives  of  Romain  Gary  -  a  hero  fit  for  our
times, as well as his own.

La Vie devant soi de Romain Gary (Analyse approfondie)

Approfondissez votre lecture des romans classiques et modernes avec Profil-Litteraire.fr
Profil littéraire
Œuvre emblématique de Romain Gary qui s’est longtemps caché derrière le mystérieux Émile Ajar,
La Vie devant soi raconte l’histoire de Momo, un jeune garçon musulman, qui s’est choisi comme
mère adoptive Madame Rosa, une vielle dame juive. À travers les mots de ce jeune garçon, l’on
découvre leur quotidien dans cet immeuble où Madame Rosa s’occupe des enfants des prostituées.
Mais aussi et surtout la tendresse entre une vieille dame qui se meurt et un jeune garçon qui a la vie
devant lui... Avant de résumer l’histoire de Momo et de Madame Rosa, Karolin Brohee nous raconte
la vie de Romain Gary. Car, sans elle, il est difficile de comprendre toute la profondeur de l’œuvre de
cet artiste insaisissable. C’est que Romain Gary déteste par-dessus tout être catalogué dans des
cases bien souvent trop étroites pour son génie. Lui qui se plaît à se réinventer à chaque instant.
C’est à l’aune de cette personnalité multiple qu’il faut lire La Vie devant soi et qu’il faut décrypter
ses personnages ô combien attachants. Car derrière Momo, c’est bien Roman Kacew qui se cache,

et derrière Madame Rosa, Romain Gary l’adulte. À travers des thématiques aussi fortes que la
recherche identitaire et la solitude, l’on sent toutes les angoisses de l’auteur, celles qui le hantent
depuis l’enfance.

La vie devant soi

La vie devant soi
La première chose que je peux vous dire c'est qu'on habitait au sixième à pied et que pour Madame
Rosa, avec tous ces kilos qu'elle portait sur elle et seulement deux jambes, c'était une vraie source
de vie quotidienne, avec tous les soucis et les peines. Elle nous le rappelait chaque fois qu'elle ne se
plaignait pas d'autre part, car elle était également juive. Sa santé n'était pas bonne non plus et je
peux vous dire aussi dès le début que c'était une femme qui aurait mérité un ascenseur.

La vie devant soi

roman

Novel Into Film

A Comparison of La Vie Devant Soi and Madame Rosa

La vie devant soi
Depuis 1975, date de la parution de La Vie devant soi, la profonde humanité et la truculence de
Madame Rosa et de Momo ne cessent d'émouvoir les lecteurs. Lisez ce roman. Vous y découvrirez
des personnages hauts en couleur et profondément humains, la belle histoire d'un jeune garçon
arabe et d'une vieille dame juive, une écriture d'une grande inventivité et le dernier mot de Momo: «
il faut aimer ».

Hocus Bogus
"Hocus Bogus first published in French as Pseudo by Mercure de France. Mercure de France, 1976.
This translation David Bellos, 2010. Published by arrangement with the Estate of Romain Gary."--T.p.
verso.

La vie devant soi

roman

The Wilder Shores of Love Simon and Schuster
Originally published in 1954, The Wilder Shores of Love is the classic biography of four nineteenth-
century European women who leave behind the industrialized west for Arabia in search of romance
and fulfillment. Hailed by The Daily Telegraph as "enthralling to read," Lesley Blanch’s first book tells
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the story of Isabel Burton, the wife and traveling companion of the explorer Richard Burton; Jane
Digby, who exchanged European society for an adventure in loving; Aimée Dubucq de Rivery, a
Frenchwoman captured by pirates who became a member of  the Turkish sultan’s  harem; and
Isabelle Eberhardt, a Swiss woman who dressed as a man and lived among the Arabs of Algeria.

White Dog University of Chicago Press
Both a personal memoir and a French novelist's encounter with American reality, White Dog is an
unforgettable portrait of racism and hypocrisy. Set in the tumultuous Los Angeles of 1968, Romain
Gary's story begins when a German shepherd strays into his life: "He was watching me, his head
cocked to one side, with that unbearable intensity of dogs in the pound waiting for a rescuer." A lost
police canine, this "white dog" is programmed to respond violently to the sight of a black man and
Gary's attempts to deprogram it—like his attempts to protect his wife, the actress Jean Seberg; like
her endeavors to help black activists; like his need to rescue himself from the "predicament of being
trapped,  lock,  stock and barrel  within  a  human skin"—lead from crisis  to  grief.  Using the re-
education of this adopted pet as a metaphor for the need to quash American racism, Gary develops
a domestic crisis into a full-scale social allegory.

Your Ticket is No Longer Valid George Braziller
Fifty-nine-year-old Jacques Rainier, international tycoon and former Resistance leader, finds himself
in love with a beautiful young Brazilian woman at a time when his virility is waning and the European
economic recession threatens his financial empire

My Parents Serpents Tail
A blend of autobiography and fiction by the French journalist and novelist offers a portrait of family
life,  from early scandals to the author's  extended dependence on his  parents to his  admitted
homosexuality and the emotional trauma of his mother's mast

La Vie Devant Soi

Texte Integral du Roman

The Lightkeepers

A Novel Catapult
Winner of the 2016 B&N Discover Great New Writers Award for Fiction In The Lightkeepers, we follow
Miranda,  a  nature photographer  who travels  to  the Farallon Islands,  an exotic  and dangerous
archipelago off the coast  of  California,  for  a one–year residency capturing the landscape.  Her only
companions are the scientists studying there, odd and quirky refugees from the mainland living in
rustic conditions; they document the fish populations around the island, the bold trio of sharks called
the Sisters that hunt the surrounding waters, and the overwhelming bird population who, at times,
create the need to wear hard hats as protection from their attacks. Shortly after her arrival, Miranda

is assaulted by one of the inhabitants of the islands. A few days later, her assailant is found dead,
perhaps the result  of  an accident.  As the novel  unfolds,  Miranda gives witness to the natural
wonders of this special place as she grapples with what has happened to her and deepens her
connection (and her suspicions) to her companions, while falling under the thrall of the legends of
the place nicknamed ""the Islands of the Dead."" And when more violence occurs, each member of
this strange community falls under suspicion.

Étude sur "La vie devant soi", Émile Ajar

Beside the Syrian Sea Bitter Lemon Press
Jonas works for the UK secret service as an intelligence analyst. When his father is kidnapped and
held for ransom by ISIS gunmen in Syria, he takes matters into his own hands and begins to steal
the only currency he has access to: secret government intelligence. He heads to Beirut with a haul
of the most sensitive documents imaginable and recruits an unlikely ally – an alcoholic Swiss priest
named Father Tobias. Despite barely surviving his previous contact with ISIS, Tobias agrees to travel
into the heart of the Islamic State and inform the kidnappers that Jonas is willing to negotiate for his
father’s life. When the British and American governments realise they may be dealing with betrayal
on a scale far greater than that of Edward Snowden, they try everything in their power to stop Jonas,
and  he  finds  himself  tested  to  the  limit  as  he  fights  to  keep  the  negotiations  alive  and  play  his
enemies  off  against  each  other.  As  the  book  races  towards  a  thrilling  confrontation  in  the  Syrian
desert, Jonas will have to decide how far he is willing to go to see his father again.

The Last Samurai New Directions Publishing
Called “remarkable” (The Wall Street Journal) and “an ambitious, colossal debut novel” (Publishers
Weekly), Helen DeWitt’s The Last Samurai is back in print at last Helen DeWitt’s 2000 debut, The
Last Samurai, was “destined to become a cult classic” (Miramax). The enterprising publisher sold the
rights in twenty countries, so “Why not just, ‘destined to become a classic?’” (Garth Risk Hallberg)
And why must cultists tell the uninitiated it has nothing to do with Tom Cruise? Sibylla, an American-
at-Oxford turned loose on London, finds herself trapped as a single mother after a misguided one-
night stand. High-minded principles of child-rearing work disastrously well. J. S. Mill (taught Greek at
three) and Yo Yo Ma (Bach at two) claimed the methods would work with any child; when these
succeed with the boy Ludo, he causes havoc at school and is home again in a month. (Is he a
prodigy, a genius? Readers looking over Ludo’s shoulder find themselves easily reading Greek and
more.) Lacking male role models for a fatherless boy, Sibylla turns to endless replays of Kurosawa’s
masterpiece Seven Samurai. But Ludo is obsessed with the one thing he wants and doesn’t know:
his  father’s  name.  At  eleven,  inspired by his  own take on the classic  film,  he sets  out  on a secret
quest for the father he never knew. He’ll be punched, sliced, and threatened with retribution. He
may not live to see twelve. Or he may find a real samurai and save a mother who thinks boredom a
fate worse than death.

The Kites New Directions Publishing
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Romain Gary’s bittersweet final  masterpiece is  “epic and empathetic” (BBC) and “one of  his best”
(The New York Times) The Kites begins with a young boy, Ludo, coming of age on a small farm in
Normandy under the care of his eccentric kite-making Uncle Ambrose. Ludo’s life changes the day
he meets Lila, a girl from the aristocratic Polish family that owns the estate next door. In a single
glance, Ludo falls in love forever; Lila, on the other hand, disappears back into the woods. And so
begins Ludo’s adventure of longing, passion, and love for the elusive Lila, who begins to reciprocate
his feelings just as Europe descends into World War II. After Germany invades Poland, Lila and her
family go missing, and Ludo’s devotion to saving her from the Nazis becomes a journey to save his
love, his loved ones, his country, and ultimately himself. Filled with unforgettable characters who
fling  all  they  have  into  the  fight  to  keep  their  hopes—and themselves—alive,  The  Kites  is  Romain
Gary’s poetic call for resistance in whatever form it takes. A war hero himself, Gary embraced and
fought for humanity in all its nuanced complexities, in the belief that a hero might be anyone who
has the courage to love and hope.

La Vie devant soi de Romain Gary (Fiche de lecture)

Résumé complet et analyse détaillée de l'oeuvre Primento
Décryptez La Vie devant soi de Romain Gary (Émile Ajar) avec l’analyse du PetitLitteraire.fr ! Que
faut-il retenir de La Vie devant soi, un des romans les plus émouvants de la littérature française
moderne  ?  Retrouvez  tout  ce  que  vous  devez  savoir  sur  cette  œuvre  dans  une  fiche  de  lecture
complète  et  détaillée.  Vous  trouverez  notamment  dans  cette  fiche  :  •  Un  résumé  complet  •  Une
présentation des personnages principaux tels que Momo, Madame Rosa et Monsieur Hamil • Une
analyse des spécificités de l’œuvre : un roman construit autour de la "langue de Momo", un roman
des origines et du devenir, et un roman d'émancipation Une analyse de référence pour comprendre
rapidement le sens de l’œuvre. LE MOT DE L’ÉDITEUR : « Dans cette nouvelle édition de notre
analyse de La Vie devant soi (2014), avec Amélie Dewez, nous fournissons des pistes pour décoder
ce célèbre roman à l'univers drôle et triste. Notre analyse permet de faire rapidement le tour de
l’œuvre  et  d’aller  au-delà  des  clichés.  »  Stéphanie  FELTEN  À  propos  de  la  collection
LePetitLitteraire.fr  :  Plébiscité  tant  par  les  passionnés  de  littérature  que  par  les  lycéens,
LePetitLittéraire.fr est considéré comme une référence en matière d’analyse d’œuvres classiques et
contemporaines. Nos analyses, disponibles au format papier et numérique, ont été conçues pour
guider les lecteurs à travers la littérature. Nos auteurs combinent théories, citations, anecdotes et
commentaires  pour  vous  faire  découvrir  et  redécouvrir  les  plus  grandes  œuvres  littéraires.
LePetitLittéraire.fr est reconnu d’intérêt pédagogique par le ministère de l’Éducation.

La vie devant soi

Genealogies of the Text

Literature, Psychoanalysis, and Politics in Modern France Cambridge University Press
A provocative meditation on literature, ethics, and the experience of the French in World War II.

King Solomon Harvill Press

Promise at Dawn

A Memoir New Directions
The author recounts the special relationship he had with his mother and explains how he worked to
achieve the many goals and accomplishments she expected of him

Simone Signoret

The Star as Cultural Sign A&C Black
In what may be the most in-depth study yet published of a film star's body of work, Susan Hayward
charts the career of Simone Signoret, one of the great Frech actresses of the 20th Century.Signoret-
who  won  an  Oscar  in  1960  for  her  performance  in  Room  at  the  Top-  was  a  key  figure  in  French
cinema for 40 years. But it is not so much her longevity that impresses, as it is the quality of work
she produced as her career progressed. She started out as a stunningly beautiful woman, winning
major international awards five times for her roles, and yet was only moderately in demand during
those years. From the 1960s onwards, when her looks began to decline significantly, Signoret was in
greater demand, and produced most of her output. She insisted on playing roles consonant with her
real age, and often chose to play roles that portrayed wher as even more ugly than she had
become.Simore Signoret: The Star as Cultural Sign is a remarkable achievement, a labor of love
from one of the world's leading scholars of French cinema.

The Interview

Fantagraphics Books
This graphic novel is set in Italy in 2048. Raniero is a fifty-something psychologist whose marriage is
failing.  In  the  sky,  strange  bright  triangles  appear,  bearing  mysterious  messages  from  an
extraterrestrial civilization. Dora, his young patient, is part of the "New" Convention, a movement of
young people preaching free love and alternative models to coupling and family. She declares that
her telepathic abilities can parse the signal ― a warning of some kind. Initially skeptical, Raniero’s
curiosity  and  attraction  grows.  The  Interview  is  a  science  fiction  novel  that  eschews  the  stars  in
favor of the delicate, fragile, interior world of human emotion.

Romain Gary

The Man Who Sold His Shadow University of Pennsylvania Press
In this book Ralph Schoolcraft explores the extraordinary career of the modern French author, film
director, and diplomat—a romantic and tragic figure whose fictions extended well beyond his books.
Born Roman Kacew, he overcame an impoverished boyhood to become a French Resistance hero
and win the coveted Goncourt Prize under the pseudonym—and largely invented persona—Romain
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Gary. Although he published such acclaimed works as The Roots of Heaven and Promise at Dawn,
the Gaullist traditions that he defended in the world of French letters fell from favor, and his critical
fortunes  suffered  at  the  hands  of  a  hostile  press.  Schoolcraft  details  Gary's  frustrated  struggle  to
evolve as a writer in the eye of a public that now considered him a known quantity. Identifying the
daring strategies used by this mysterious character as he undertook an elaborate scheme to reach a
new readership, Schoolcraft offers new insight into the dynamics of authorship and fame within the
French literary institutions. In the early 1970s Gary made his departure from the conservative
literary establishment, publishing works that boasted a quirky, elliptical style under a variety of
pseudonymous personae, the most successful of which was that of an Algerian immigrant by the
name of Emile Ajar. Moving behind the mask of his new creation, Gary was able to win critical and
popular acclaim and a second Goncourt in 1975. But as Schoolcraft suggests, Gary may have "sold
his shadow"—that is, lost his authorial persona—by marketing himself too effectively. Going so far as
to recruit a cousin to stand in as the public face of this phantom author, Gary kept the secret of his
true authorship until his violent death in 1980 from a self-inflicted gunshot wound. The press reacted
with  resentment  over  the  scheme,  and  he  was  shunned  into  the  ranks  of  literary  oddities.
Schoolcraft draws from archives of the several thousand documents related to Gary housed at the
French  publishing  firms  of  Gallimard  and  Mercure  de  France,  as  well  as  the  Butler  Library  at
Columbia University. Exploring the depths of a story that has long remained shrouded in mystery,
Romain Gary: The Man Who Sold His Shadow is as much a fascinating biographical sketch as it is a
thought-provoking reflection on the assumptions made about identities in the public sphere.

La Vie Devant Soi, Romain Gary/Émile Ajar

Itinéraires Didactiques

La vie devant soi

The Roots of Heaven [London] : M. Joseph and the Book Society

La Vie devant soi de Romain Gary (Émile Ajar) (Fiche de lecture)

Résumé complet et analyse détaillée de l'oeuvre LePetitLittéraire
Décryptez La Vie devant soi de Romain Gary (Emile Ajar) avec l'analyse du PetitLitteraire.fr ! Que
faut-il retenir de La Vie devant soi, un des romans les plus émouvants de la littérature française
moderne  ?  Retrouvez  tout  ce  que  vous  devez  savoir  sur  cette  oeuvre  dans  une  fiche  de  lecture
complète  et  détaillée.  Vous  trouverez  notamment  dans  cette  fiche  :  Un  résumé  complet.  Une
présentation des personnages principaux tels que Momo, Madame Rosa et Monsieur Hamil. Une
analyse des spécificités de l'oeuvre : un roman construit autour de la «langue de Momo», un roman
des origines et du devenir, et un roman d'émancipation. Une analyse de référence pour comprendre
rapidement le sens de l'oeuvre. Le mot de l’éditeur : «Dans cette nouvelle édition de notre analyse
de La Vie devant soi (2014), avec Amélie Dewez, nous fournissons des pistes pour décoder ce

célèbre roman à l'univers drôle et triste. Notre analyse permet de faire rapidement le tour de
l'oeuvre et d'aller au-delà des clichés». Stéphanie Felten. A propos de la collection LePetitLitteraire.fr
:  Plébiscité  tant  par  les  passionnés  de  littérature  que  par  les  lycéens,  LePetitLittéraire.fr  est
considéré comme une référence en matière d'analyse d'ouvres classiques et contemporaines. Nos
analyses, disponibles au format papier et numérique, ont été conçues pour guider les lecteurs à
travers la littérature. Nos auteurs combinent théories, citations, anecdotes et commentaires pour
vous  faire  découvrir  et  redécouvrir  les  plus  grandes  oeuvres  littéraires.  LePetitLittéraire.fr  est
reconnu d'intérêt pédagogique par le ministère de l'Education.

La vie devant soi de Romain Gary (Fiche de lecture)

Analyse complète de l'oeuvre Primento
Cette  fiche de lecture de La vie  devant  soi  de Romain Gary propose une analyse complète :  •  un
résumé  •  une  analyse  des  personnages  •  une  analyse  des  axes  de  lecture  À  propos  de
FichesDeLecture.com : FichesdeLecture.com propose plus 2500 analyses complètes de livres sur
toute  la  littérature  classique  et  contemporaine  :  des  résumés,  des  analyses  de  livres,  des
questionnaires et des commentaires composés, etc. Nos analyses sont plébiscitées par les lycéens
et les enseignants. Toutes nos analyses sont téléchargeables directement en ligne. FichesdeLecture
est partenaire du Ministère de l'Education. Plus d'informations sur www.fichesdelecture.com

Twelve Opening Acts Talonbooks Limited
An account of Michel Tremblay's discovery of theatre, from his first recognition of the imagination to
his first drama-competition win.

La vie devant soi, ER C

La vie devant soi [Maturaarbeit]

Romain Gary (Èmile Ajar)

Fiche de lecture La Vie devant soi (résumé détaillé et analyse littéraire de référence) Les
Éditions de l'Ebook malin
La collection « Connaître une œuvre » vous offre la possibilité de tout savoir de La Vie devant soi de
Romain  Gary  grâce  à  une  fiche  de  lecture  aussi  complète  que  détaillée.  La  rédaction,  claire  et
accessible,  a  été  confiée  à  un  spécialiste  universitaire.  Notre  travail  éditorial  vous  offre  un  grand
confort de lecture, spécialement développé pour la lecture numérique. Cette fiche de lecture répond
à une charte qualité mise en place par une équipe d’enseignants. Ce livre numérique contient : - Un
sommaire dynamique - La biographie de Romain Gary - La présentation de l’œuvre - Le résumé
détaillé  (chapitre  par  chapitre)  -  Les  raisons  du succès  -  Les  thèmes principaux -  L'étude du
mouvement littéraire de l’auteur
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Éliane  Lecarme-Tabone  commente  La  vie  devant  soi  de  Romain  Gary  (Émile  Ajar).
Gallimard Education
Étude approfondie d'un grand texte classique ou contemporain par un spécialiste de l'œuvre :
approche  critique  originale  des  multiples  facettes  du  texte  dans  une  présentation  claire  et
rigoureuse. Bibliographie, chronologie, variantes, témoignages, extraits de presse. Éclaircissements

historiques  et  contextuels,  commentaires  critiques  récents.  Un  ouvrage  efficace,  élégant.  Une
nouvelle  manière  de  lire  La  vie  devant  soi  de  Romain  Gary  (Émile  Ajar)

La vie devant soi


