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Both the ONS classification and the household Cambridge scale produced a range of relative
mortality from around 25% below to 30% above the average for all men, whereas for women the two
dimensions of social position did not capture the same variability in risk of mortality.
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inequality in mens mortality the ses gradient and inequality in the face of death the socioeconomic
results a gradient appears in the mortality rate over income deciles with a maximum mrr of 341 in
men and 168 in women the shape of the adjustment is clearly non linear and levels out as income

increases the gradient attenuates.
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Health inequalities between socioeconomic groups remain an important challenge for health and
social policy around the world. 1 Health inequalities are usually observed as a gradient, that is, a
gradual, stepwise increase of morbidity and mortality among people lower on the social ladder. 2
This suggests that the causes of inequalities in health are not simply poverty, or other unfavourable
circumstances at the extremes of the social ladder, but factors that operate for everyone in society
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