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Between Mackinder And Spykman
Geopolitics

Abstract. This essay is about geopolitical
frameworks for analysis in U.S. foreign
policy. The geopolitical frameworks of
Halford Mackinder and Nicholas
Spykman have undergone a resurgence
over the last decade and have evoked
an equal measure of criticism as well.
Both critics and supporters, however,
share certain assumptions about
Spykman that have become part of the



conventional wisdom defining his
relationship to Mackinder and U.S.
containment policy.

Between Mackinder and Spykman:
Geopolitics, containment ...
Mackinder, Spykman and the
Geopolitical. anaea 21 13 1 1 esief.
Ballistic Missile Defence. I. n 1904,
Halford Mackinder, the English
geographer, outlined a parsimonious
framework by which the geopolitics of
Eurasia, and by extension the world,
might be understood. The World Island
of Eurasia, which contained the bulk of
the world’s productive and military
potential, was divided, according to
Mackinder, between a ‘Heartland’
encompassing Central Asia, Russia and
Iran - which, if ...
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Mackinder, Spykman and the
Geopolitical

(1991). Between Mackinder and
Spykman: Geopolitics, containment, and
after. Comparative Strategy: Vol. 10, No.
4, pp. 347-364.

Between Mackinder and Spykman:
Geopolitics, containment ...

The geopolitical frameworks of Halford
Mackinder and Nicholas Spykman have
undergone a resurgence over the last
decade and have evoked an equal
measure of criticism as well. Both critics
and supporters, however, share certain
assumptions about Spykman that have
become part of the conventional wisdom
defining his relationship to Mackinder
and U.S. containment policy.
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Between Mackinder and Spykman:
geopolitics, containment ...

Writing in the early 1940s, Nicolas
Spykman modified Mackinder’s
formulations by pointing to the existence
of what he called an amphibious
Rimland—Ilocated in between the
Heartland and its great offshore
islands—and stretching from Western
Europe around the Middle East, across
India, ending in coastal China. Spykman
pointed out that most of the world’s
productive potential was in the Rimland,
not within the Heartland.

Mackinder’s Nightmare: Part One -
Foreign Policy Research ...
Prof. Spykman [2] later refined
Mackinder’s strategy to adapt it to the
new post-World War Two reality of the
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Cold War, doing so as early as 1944.
Spykman came to the conclusion that
the US was bound to face off with a
strong Soviet Union on the Eurasian
landmass in the aftermath of World War
Two.

Timothy Boon von Ochssée:
Mackinder and Spykman and the ...
Although Mackinder’s “Heartland thesis”
(Mackinder 1904, 1919) remains a
masterpiece of geopolitical thinking, and
albeit the rise of Moscow to the status of
superpower can be considered to have
been, at least in part, forecast by
Mackinder, the British geographer had
apparently underestimated the power
potential of the United States and the
growing importance of the North Atlantic
basin, at least until 1943 (Mackinder



1943). Presciently, Spykman also
foresaw the irresistible rise of ...

Federico Bordonaro: Rediscovering
Spykman - the Rimland ...

The concept of geopolitics (or geopolitik,
as Germans called it) was proposed by
Swedish political scientist Rudolf Kjellen
in 1905. Its focus was political
geography and combined Mackinder's
heartland theory with Friedrich Ratzel's
theory on the organic nature of the
state.

Mackinder's Heartland Theory -
ThoughtCo

Again, Spykman differs from Mackinder,
who sees Eurasian wars as historically
pitting the Heartland against the sea
powers for control of the rimland,
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establishing a land power-sea power
opposition. Spykman states that
historically, battles have pitted either
Britain and Rimland allies against Russia
and its Rimland allies or Britain and
Russia together against a dominating
Rimland power.

Nicholas J. Spykman - Wikipedia
Geopolitics (from Greek yf gé "earth,
land" and moAtTik politiké "politics") is
the study of the effects of Earth's
geography (human and physical) on
politics and international relations. While
geopolitics usually refers to countries
and relations between them, it may also
focus on two other kinds of states: de
facto independent states with limited
international recognition and ...
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Geopolitics - Wikipedia

The first assumption sees Spykman as
only modifying Mackinder's basic
framework, while remaining compatible
with its basic logic. The second, which
builds on the first, is that Spykman's
geopolitics (as understood) layed the
foundations for U. S. containment policy
through the writings of Kennan,
containment documents, and later
policymakers ...

Gerace M.P. Between Mackinder and
Spykman: geopolitics ...

Another geographer and early thinker in
geopolitics, Nicholas Spykman, came up
with a diametrically opposite position on
the basis of the same type of reasoning:
a historical analysis, just as Eurocentric
as that of Mackinder, that led him to a
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final conclusion that asserted the
contrary to Mackinder’s mantra:

Mackinder, Models and the New Silk
Road: a Deceiving Tool ...

Nicholas Spykman, former director of the
Institute of International Studies at the
University of Yale, followed in
Mackinder’s footsteps and continued to
develop the principles of geopolitics. It is
he who introduced the concept of
balance of power that became a
foundation of geopolitics.

America’s Plans and Geopolitics -
Vision and Global Trends

Though he did some work of a “normal
science” type and in state-level
geopolitics, he is best known, as a
theoretical geopolitician, for his part in



the system-level grand-theoretical
debate over Mackinder’s Heartland
doctrine, to which he counter-posed his
own Rimland idea, which remains
theoretically signifi-cant.

Spykman and Geopolitics |
SpringerLink

While all three uniquely address
geopolitics they also transcend into
other academic disciplines as well:
Mackinder’s Pivot is a fantastic read of
history and geography, Spykman is
concerned with the military strategy and
geostrategy of Soviet containment, and
Huntington’s Clash is a political violence
theory that views the world through the
lens of anthropology.

Spykman | Defining Geopolitics
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The Great Game between the Great
Britain and Soviet Union in the 19th and
20th centuries was inspired by the
Mackinder's theory as both the powers
made efforts to dominate the area. After
the...

'Heartland' and 'Rimland’ in
Geopolitics | MENAFN.COM
Geopolitical modeling is a controversial
scientific project. The ambition to forge a
global and permanent analytical model
to account for the relation between
space and power gave rise to important
research, including that of authors like
Spykman and Mackinder.

Mackinder, Models and the New Silk
Road: a Deceiving Tool?
The Asiatic Mediterranean, just as
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Spykman foresaw more than seventy
years ago, has become a geopolitical
battleground between China, the United
States, Japan, and lesser regional
powers.

Nicholas Spykman and the Struggle
for the Asiatic ...
The term “Cold War,” Burnham wrote,
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was a misnomer because fighting
between communist and non-communist
forces extended from the Balkans to
Southwest and East Asia, including
Malaya, Indochina, and the Philippines.
... It was the great British geopolitical
theorist Sir Halford Mackinder who
warned: “Who rules East Europe
commands the ...



