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of interests, making it unlikely that a majority faction will form.

Understanding Federalist 10 - University of Houston
Federalist No. 10 (1787) 1 To the People of the State of New York:
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The Federalist Number 10. [22 November 1787] Among the

numerous advantages promised by a well constructed union,
none deserves to be more accurately developed than its
tendency to break and control the violence of faction. 1 The
friend of popular governments, never finds himself so much
alarmed for their character and fate, as when he contemplates
their propensity to this dangerous vice.
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The essays that we know as the Federalist Papers were written to
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under the Articles of Confederation, which provided for a weak
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government, responded with their own arguments collectively
known as the Federalist Papers. This lesson explores James
Madison’s Federalist Paper #10 and his answer to the critics’
charge that a republic would not protect the rights of a minority
simply because the minority will always be out-voted by the
majority.
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The Federalist Papers Madison states, “If the impulse and the
opportunity be suffered to coincide, we well know that neither
moral nor religious motives can be relied on as an adequate
control” (par. 13). What assumptions about human nature
underlie such an assertion?



