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Mexico National Geographic Books

An extensive update to the authoritative introduction to Mexico’s
ancient civilizations. “Masterly. . . . The complexities of Mexico’s
ancient cultures are perceptively presented and interpreted.”
Library Journal “A must for anyone interested in archaeology and
history.” —DIG Mexico arrives in its eighth edition with a new look
and the most recent discoveries. This is the story of the pre-
Spanish people of Mexico, who, with their neighbors the Maya,
formed some of the most complex societies north of the Andes.
Revised and expanded, the book is updated with the latest
developments and findings in the field and current terminology.
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The new edition includes expanded coverage of Oaxaca,
particularly Monte Alba’n, one of the earliest cities in
Mesoamerica and the center of the Zapotec civilization. Recent
research on the Olmecs and the legacy of the Maya offer a wider
and more cohesive narrative of Mexico’s history. And a fully
revised epilogue discusses the survival of indigenous populations
in Mexico from the arrival of the Spanish through to the present
day. Mexico has long been recognized as the most readable and
authoritative introduction to the region’s ancient civilizations.
Featuring up-to-date research and, for the first time, full-color
illustrations throughout, this book brings to life the vibrant
ancient art and architecture of Mesoamerica.

Mexico

A latest edition of an authoritative introduction to Mexico's
ancient civilizations includes coverage of the birth of agriculture
and writing, new insight into the metropolis of Teotihuacan, and a
recent find in the center of the Aztec capital. Original.

Mexico: From the Olmecs to the Aztecs (Eighth Edition)
Thames & Hudson

An extensive update to the authoritative introduction to Mexico’s
ancient civilizations. “Masterly. . . . The complexities of Mexico’s
ancient cultures are perceptively presented and interpreted.”
Library Journal “A must for anyone interested in archaeology and
history.” —DIG Mexico arrives in its eighth edition with a new look
and the most recent discoveries. This is the story of the pre-
Spanish people of Mexico, who, with their neighbors the Maya,
formed some of the most complex societies north of the Andes.
Revised and expanded, the book is updated with the latest
developments and findings in the field and current terminology.
The new edition includes expanded coverage of Oaxaca,
particularly Monte Alba’n, one of the earliest cities in
Mesoamerica and the center of the Zapotec civilization. Recent
research on the Olmecs and the legacy of the Maya offer a wider
and more cohesive narrative of Mexico’s history. And a fully
revised epilogue discusses the survival of indigenous populations
in Mexico from the arrival of the Spanish through to the present
day. Mexico has long been recognized as the most readable and
authoritative introduction to the region’s ancient civilizations.
Featuring up-to-date research and, for the first time, full-color
illustrations throughout, this book brings to life the vibrant
ancient art and architecture of Mesoamerica.

America's First Civilization New Word City

Here is the story of America's oldest - and oddest - civilization,
the Olmecs of the southern Mexican jungles. Virtually unknown to
archaeologists until the early twentieth century, their true
importance is only now being realized and shedding new light on
how the Indian peoples of the Americas came to be here.

A Short History of Mexico

Olmec Art of Ancient Mexico

Fourteen Olmec specialists discuss not only the works of art but
also the many recent finds, that provide insights into Mexico's
most ancient culture, as well as its cultural history, cosmology,
and daily life. Colour photos. Quarto.

The Olmecs Doubleday Books

Recounts the recent discovery of this ancient Central American
civilization, describes what has been learned about Olmec
culture, and speculates about their political and social
organization

Mesoamerican History
Four captivating manuscripts in one book: Olmecs Zapotec
Civilization Maya History Aztec History

The Olmecs

The most modern and complete overview of Olmec culture, its
accomplishments and impact on later Mexican civilizations, hailed
by Michael Coe as the first truly complete and authoritative
account of this 3,000-year-old culture, is fast becoming the
standard work on the subject.

The Olmec & Their Neighbors Dumbarton Oaks

Twenty-one papers on the Olmec were written for this volume in
tribute to Matthew W. Stirling, "pioneer archaeologist,
ethnologist, and the discoverer of the Olmec civilization."

The Ancient Kingdoms of Mexico Penguin Group

"This outstanding study spans four rich civilizations in ancient
Mexico, from 1500 B.C. to the Spanish conquest soon after
A.D.1500: The "OIlmecs," hunters and farmers who worshipped
the man-jaguar and became the first great carvers in stone and
jade. The culture of "Teotihuacan," with its sumptuous palaces
and gigantic Pyramids of the Sun and the Moon. The "Toltec"
dynasty, whose temples, wreathed with carvings of predatory
beasts, serpents and warriors, testify to a new militaristic phase
in Mexican history. The "Aztecs," fierce empire-builders whose
gods demanded complex rituals and the blood of human
sacrifice. Writing for students, travellers and non-specialists,
Nigel Davies puts these fascinating cultures into historical
context. Drawing on the latest research, he discusses their arts,
beliefs and customs, and their changing economic and political
conditions, to build up a vivid picture of life in the kingdoms of
ancient Mexico." --provided by Goodreads.

Olmec Archaeology and Early Mesoamerica Cambridge
University Press

Olmec Archaeology and Early Mesoamerica offers the most
thorough and up-to-date book-length treatment of Olmec society
and culture available.

The Olmecs

The OlmecsMany ancient civilizations are described as
mysterious, but none provide as many puzzles and unanswered
questions as the Olmecs. These people arrived in lands near the
Gulf of Mexico around 1500 BCE, and they brought with them
entirely new concepts in terms of engineering, agriculture, and
religion. The problem is, we have no idea where they came from
or how they developed these new ideas. Then, around 400 BCE,
the Olmecs vanished as suddenly and inexplicably as they
appeared, leaving behind no written records but providing a
legacy of beliefs and ideas which permeated virtually every
Mesoamerican culture which followed.Inside you will read
about...v Originsv The Olmec Enigmav The Fall of San Lorenzov
Were-Jaguars and Feathered Serpentsv The Rise of La Ventav
The Disappearance of the OlmecsAnd much more!Respected
scholars take very different views on the Olmec civilization. Some
feel that the Olmecs must have come to Central America from
somewhere else entirely, while others are adamant that they are
indigenous people. Some historians believe that the Olmecs were
simply one of several cultures which emerged at around the
same time, while others are vehement that this is the mother
culture from which all subsequent Mesoamerican cultures
descended. Less than one hundred years ago, there wasn't even
agreement on whether these people had existed at all.There are
very few cultures as important as the Olmecs about which we



know so little. This book attempts to convey the story of the
mysterious Olmecs and their unique and fascinating artifacts.

Mexico

Discovering the Olmecs University of Texas Press

The Olmecs are renowned for their massive carved stone heads
and other sculptures, the first stone monuments produced in
Mesoamerica. Seven decades of archaeological research have
given us many insights into the lifeways of the Olmecs, who
inhabited parts of the modern Mexican states of Veracruz and
Tabasco from around 1150 to 400 BC, and there are several good
books that summarize the current interpretations of Olmec
prehistory. But these formal studies don't describe the field
experiences of the archaeologists who made the discoveries.
What was it like to endure the Olmec region's heat, humidity,
mosquitoes, and ticks to bring that ancient society to light? How
did unforeseen events and luck alter carefully planned research
programs and the conclusions drawn from them? And,
importantly, how did local communities and individuals react to
the research projects and discoveries in their territories? In this
engaging book, a leading expert on the Olmecs tells those stories
from his own experiences and those of his predecessors,
colleagues, and students. Beginning with the first modern
explorations in the 1920s, David Grove recounts how generations
of archaeologists and local residents have uncovered the Olmec
past and pieced together a portrait of this ancient civilization that
left no written records. The stories are full of fortuitous
discoveries and frustrating disappointments, helpful
collaborations and deceitful shenanigans. What emerges is an
unconventional history of Olmec archaeology, a lively
introduction to archaeological fieldwork, and an exceptional
overview of all that we currently know about the Olmecs.

The Maya Civilization

Are the Mayans still around? What is the importance of Chichen
Itza's discovery? How did this mighty civilization fall? If you want
answers to these intriguing questions, then keep reading... The
Mayans created an amazing society, full of surprises that keep us
guessing how these people came to be and why - exactly - their
civilization fell. Theories abound, archeologic discoveries both
perplex and inspire us, but one thing remains: their story reads
much more like our recent past than you'd ever imagined! This
book takes readers on a journey that few have taken, deep into
the Mayans' lineage, customs, politics, and daily life. Join us as
we delve deep into the Maya story, uncovering stories, facts, and
theories about this important - yet perplexing - society: The bitter
irony of Catholicism's spread in Maya culture Who was the
"mother civilization" of Mesoamerica? Did they really practice
human sacrifice? A different kind of calendar... What inspired the
rise of city-states in this ancient culture? Did the Maya develop
the wheel? How - and what did they use - to make paint Were the
Maya peaceful? Inventions galore - but what did they invent that
we still use today? Why - and how - did the Spanish decide to
conquer the Maya? Did a megadrought kill off the Mayans?
Heavens, Earth, and Underground: Not just for Hobbits How did
the large cities influence Mayan society - and who ruled them?
You'll learn some fun facts - but will also be challenged with
archaeologically-puzzling discoveries and learn of one man who
escaped death-by-politics. (Exile wasn't good enough for some
Mayan leaders; they meant to exterminate those who opposed
them!) Grab your copy of this book, and dive into the many
astonishing elements of this ancient civilization!

The Mystery of the Olmecs SCB Distributors

Lost Cities author Childress takes us deep into Mexico and
Central America in search of the mysterious Olmecs, North
America’s early, advanced civilization. The Olmecs, now
sometimes called Proto-Mayans, were not acknowledged to have
existed as a civilization until an international archeological
meeting in Mexico City in 1942. Now, the Olmecs are slowly being
recognized as the Mother Culture of Mesoamerica, having
invented writing, the ball game and the “Mayan” Calendar. But
who were the Olmecs? Where did they come from? What
happened to them? How sophisticated was their culture? How far
back in time did it go? Why are many Olmec statues and figurines
seemingly of foreign peoples such as Africans, Europeans and
Chinese? Is there a link with Atlantis? In this heavily illustrated
book, join Childress in search of the lost cities of the Olmecs!
Chapters include: The Mystery of the Origin of the Olmecs; The
Mystery of the Olmec Destruction; The Mystery of Quizuo; The
Mystery of Transoceanic Trade; The Mystery of Cranial
Deformation; The Mystery of Olmec Writing; more. Heavily
illustrated, includes a color photo section.

Mexico Holt McDougal

Olmec Yale University Press

"This catalogue was published by the Fine Arts Museums of San
Francisco and the Los Angeles County Museum of Art on the
occasion of the exhibition Olmec: Colossal Masterworks of
Ancient Mexico"--Colophon.

The Olmec Civilization

This book takes readers on a journey that few have taken, deep
into archaeological sites, artifacts, and the many theories
surrounding the Olmecs and their history so shrouded in mystery.

The Early Olmec and Mesoamerica Cambridge University
Press

The Early Formative Olmec are central in a wide variety of
debates regarding the development of Mesoamerican societies. A
fundamental issue in Olmec archaeology is the nature of
interregional interaction among contemporaneous societies and
the possible Olmec role in it. Previous debates have often not
been informed by recent research and data, often relying on
materials lacking archaeological context. In order to approach
these issues from new perspectives, this book introduces readers
to the full spectrum of the material culture of the Olmec and their
contemporaries, relying primarily on archaeological data, much of
which has not been previously published. For the first time, using
a standard lexicon to consider the nature of the interaction
among Early Formative societies, the authors, experts in diverse
regions of Mesoamerican art and archaeology, provide carefully
considered contrasts and comparisons that advance the
understanding of the Early Formative origins of social complexity
in Mesoamerica.

A Concise History of Mexico Cambridge University Press

The second edition of this accessible study of Mexico includes two
new features: an examination of cultural developments since
Independence from Spain in 1821 and a discussion of
contemporary issues up to the time of publication. Several new
plates with captions expand the thematic coverage in the book.
The updated edition examines the administration of Vicente Fox,
who came to power with the elections of 2000. The new sections
reinforce the importance of Mexico's long and disparate history,
from the Precolumbian era onwards, in shaping the country as it
is today. This Concise History looks at Mexico from political,
economic and cultural perspectives, and tackles controversial

4 Mexico From The Olmecs To The Aztecs

2024-08-31



Mexico From The Olmecs To The Aztecs 5

themes such as the impact of the Spanish Conquest and the
struggle to establish an independent Mexico. A broad range of
readers interested in the modern-day Americas should find here a
helpful introduction to this vibrant and dynamic North-American
society.

Mexico: From the Olmecs to the Aztecs Thames & Hudson
“Masterly. . . . The complexities of Mexico’s ancient cultures are
perceptively presented and interpreted.” —Library Journal
Michael D. Coe’s Mexico has long been recognized as the most
readable and authoritative introduction to the region’s ancient
civilizations. This companion to his best-selling The Maya has now
been revised by Professor Coe and Rex Koontz. The seventh
edition incorporates new findings in a number of disciplines. The
solution to the long-standing puzzle of the origin of maize-farming
has at last been solved, and spectacular new discoveries shed
light on Mexico’s earliest civilization, the Olmec culture. At the
great city of Teotihuacan, recent investigations in the earliest
monumental pyramid indicate the antiquity of certain sacrificial
practices and the symbolism of the pyramid. Expanded
information on the Huastec region of the northeastern Gulf of
Mexico is included, while discoveries in the sacred precinct of the
Aztec capital Tenochtitlan have led to a refined understanding of
the history and symbolism of this hallowed area.

Summary of Captivating History's Olmecs Everest Media LLC
Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book.
Sample Book Insights: #1 The Olmecs were a civilization that
emerged in southcentral Mexico around 1400 BCE. They were the
most developed and powerful nation in Mesoamerica for about
one thousand years. But then, just as suddenly as they appeared,
they disappeared into the thick Mexican jungles. #2 The Olmecs
were a civilization that lived in what is now Mexico. They were
Forgotten for almost two thousand years, but archeology began
to expand and evolve into a serious science in the 19th century.
historians noticed a specific type of jade sculpture with jaguar-
like features that was unique and powerful. #3 The Olmec
civilization was the first Mesoamerican civilization, and they were
located in the swampy basin of the Tonala river. They were a
bastion of the Olmecs, and some of their most important
architectural creations were built there.

The Olmec Culture of Mexico

Olmec Lithic Economy at San Lorenzo University Press of
Colorado

Olmec Lithic Economy at San Lorenzo examines the specialized
craft production, manufacturing, adoption, and spread of obsidian
cutting tools at San Lorenzo, Mexico, the first major Olmec center
to develop in the southern Gulf Coast region of Mesoamerica.
Through the systematic analysis of this single commodity,
Kenneth Hirth and Ann Cyphers reconstruct the importation of
raw material and the on-site production and distribution of
finished goods from a specialized workshop engaged in the
manufacture of obsidian blades. The obsidian blade was the
cutting tool of choice across Mesoamerica and used in a wide
range of activities, from domestic food preparation to institutional
ritual activities. Hirth and Cyphers conducted a three-decade
investigation of obsidian artifacts recovered at Puerto Malpica,
the earliest known workshop, and seventy-six other sites on San
Lorenzo Island, where these tools were manufactured for local
and regional distribution. Evidence recovered from these
excavations provides some of the first information on how early
craft specialists operated and how the specialized technology
used to manufacture obsidian blades spread across Mesoamerica.

The authors use geochemical analyses to identify thirteen
different sources for obsidian during San Lorenzo’s occupation.
This volcanic glass, not locally available, was transported over
great distances, arriving in nodular and finished blade form.
Olmec Lithic Economy at San Lorenzo offers a new way to
analyze the Preclassic lithic economy—the procurement,
production, distribution, and consumption of flaked stone
tools—and shows how the study of lithics aids in developing a
comprehensive picture of the internal structure and operation of
Olmec economy. The book will be significant for
Mesoamericanists as well as students and scholars interested in
economy, lithic technology, and early complex societies.

The Olmec and Toltec Createspace Independent Publishing
Platform

*Includes pictures *Describes the history, culture, and
architecture of the two groups *Includes a bibliography for further
reading The Olmec people are widely recognized as the first
major civilization of Mexico and are thus generally regarded as
the mother civilization of Mesoamerica, making them the people
from which all subsequent Mesoamerican cultures derived. In
fact, the term Olmec is thought to have originated with the Aztec
people, as Olmec in their Nahuatl language means "the rubber
people," a reference to the inhabitants of the land from which
they accessed rubber. By and large, the Olmec culture is perhaps
best identifiable by their so-called colossal heads, mammoth
basalt head-statues wearing helmet-like headdresses found
throughout Olmec habitation sites. Around 2500 B.C., the Olmec
settled primarily along Mexico's Gulf Coast in the tropical
lowlands of south-central Mexico (in the modern-day States of
Veracruz and Tabasco), and they flourished during North
America's Prehistoric Indian Formative period from about
1700-400 B.C. Their direct cultural contributions were still evident
as late as 300 A.D. Among Mesoamerican scholars, the Formative
period is subdivided into the Preclassic (Olmec period), Classic
(Maya period), and Postclassic (Toltec and Aztec periods). The
Olmec's agricultural abilities sustained them and ensured their
power and influence for over a millennium. They produced
corn/maize, squash, and other plant foods in such quantities that
they were afforded the manpower to build great monuments and
ceremonial centers to further promote their cultural identity.
From a cultural standpoint, their pyramids, open plazas, their
ballgame, and possibly even centers of human sacrifice are
thought to have established the societal model that subsequent
societies like the Maya, Zapotec, Teotihuacano, Toltec, Mixtec,
and Aztec would emulate. In the same vein, some scholars
believe that they also affected the cultural development of the
Native American groups of the United States and those of Central
and South America as well. Proving to be one the most enduring
models ever, the religious and cultural structure the Olmec
established held reign for over 3,000 years, and it would likely
have endured much longer without the arrival of the Spanish
conquistadors. The Toltec are one of the most famous
Mesoamerican groups in South America, but they are also the
most controversial and mysterious. The Toltec have been
identified as the group that established a strong state centered in
Tula (in present-day Mexico), and the Aztec claimed the Toltec as
their cultural predecessors, so much so that the word Toltec
comes from the Aztec's word Toltecatl, translated as artisan. The
Aztec also kept track of the Toltec's history, including keeping a
list of important rulers and events, that suggest the peak of the
Toltec occurred from about 900-1100 A.D. While scholars
continue to debate whether the Toltec were an actual historical
group, there is an added layer of mystery to the fact that the
settlement at Tula has a lot in common with the famous Mayan



settlement at Chichén Itza. The architecture and art at both sites
are so similar that archaeologists and anthropologists have
assumed they had the same cultural influences, even as
historians struggle to determine the historical timelines, and thus
whether Tula influenced Chichén Itza or vice versa. The Olmec
and Toltec: The History of Early Mesoamerica's Most Influential
Cultures comprehensively covers the history, culture, and
lingering mysteries behind the Olmec and Toltec. Along with
pictures depicting important people, places, and events, you will
learn about the two groups like you never have before.

Regional Perspectives on the Olmec CUP Archive
The Olmec Paintings of Oxtotitlan Cave, Guerrero, Mexico

Reading the Maya Glyphs (Second Edition) Thames &
Hudson

The breaking of the Maya code has completely changed our
knowledge of this ancient civilization, and has revealed the Maya
people's long and vivid history. Decipherment of Maya
hieroglyphic writing has progressed to the point where most
Maya written texts—whether inscribed on monuments, written in
the codices, or painted or incised on ceramics—can now be read
with confidence. In this practical guide, first published in 2001,
Michael D. Coe, the noted Mayanist, and Mark Van Stone, an
accomplished calligrapher, have made the difficult, often
mysterious script accessible to the nonspecialist. They decipher
real Maya texts, and the transcriptions include a picture of the
glyph, the pronunciation, the Maya words in Roman type, and the
translation into English. For the second edition, the authors have
taken the latest research and breakthroughs into account, adding
glyphs, updating captions, and reinterpreting or expanding upon
earlier decipherments. After an introductory discussion of Maya
culture and history and the nature of the Maya script, the authors
introduce the glyphs in a series of chapters that elaborate on
topics such as the intricate calendar, warfare, royal lives and
rituals, politics, dynastic names, ceramics, relationships, and the
supernatural world. The book includes illustrations of historic
texts, a syllabary, a lexicon, and translation exercises.

The Olmec World Univ of California Press

Examines Olmec art, society, and religious beliefs. Traces the
efflorescence and decline of the Olmecs, but insists on the basic
unity of all Mesoamerican civilization.

Olmecs

Did you know that the Olmecs might have been the first people
to introduce writing? The first people that managed to elevate
themselves to civilized life were the Olmecs. But why do they
remain relatively unknown, hidden in the long and dark corridors
of forgotten history? The truth is that few historians are ready to
tackle the task of uncovering the true story of the Olmecs. And
thus, it can be hard for readers to find an easy-to-read and
cohesive resource on this fascinating civilization. But that is
about to change. In this new captivating history book, you will
discover the truth about the earliest known civilization in
America. Olmecs: A Captivating Guide to the Earliest Known
Major Ancient Civilization in Mexico includes: Revolutionary
Findings Provided by Modern Archaeological Detective
Techniques A Simple Explanation of Who the Olmecs Were and
Where they Came From Fastinating Discoveries of Olmec Art
Startling Theories About the Structure of Olmec Society and How
They Interacted with Their Neighbors The Truth of Why the
Olmecs Were So Rich and the Powerful Components to Their
Success What There Is to Know About the Olmec Military Amazing

Insights Into Everyday Life of the Olmecs Religion and Beliefs and
How They Played an Essential Role in Olmec Society Remarkable
Innovations of the Olmecs And much, much more! So if you want
to learn more about the Olmecs, click "add to cart" now!

The Art of Mesoamerica

Offers a survey of Mesoamerican art and architecture that
includes color reproductions of the antiquities discovered
throughout the region and background information about each
item.

The Olmec World ABRAMS
The Olmec Phase in Eastern Mexico

Regional Perspectives on the Olmec School for Advanced
Research Press

The archaeological culture known as the Olmec has long been
associated with the genesis of civilization in Mexico--the
transition from simple, agricultural societies to near-urban states
during the Mesoamerican Formative, which culminated in the
empire of the Maya. This volume brings together ten
archaeologists working on the period offering new interpretations
and regional syntheses and re-evaluating the role of the Olmec in
the crucial developments of the Formative. Particular attention is
given to the interaction between different geographical regions--
including the Olmec areas of the Gulf Coast traditionally regarded
as the home of Mesoamerican civilization--revealing that all these
regions played a crucial role in the evolutionary process.

The Complete lllustrated History of the Aztec & Maya
Southwater Pub

This reference book covers almost 3000 years, offering insights
into the art and architecture, myths and legends, and everyday
life of Mesoamerica.

La Capital Random House Incorporated

Spans seven hundred years, from the splendor of the Aztec
empire to the present-day crisis of urban disintegration, filling in
details of the many figures who have played a role in the city's
history

Art of the Maya

The Mesoamerican Ballgame University of Arizona Press

The Precolumbian ballgame, played on a masonry court, has long
intrigued scholars because of the magnificence of its
archaeological remains. From its lowland Maya origins it spread
throughout the Aztec empire, where the game was so popular
that sixteen thousand rubber balls were imported annually into
Tenochtitlan. It endured for two thousand years, spreading as far
as to what is now southern Arizona. This new collection of essays
brings together research from field archaeology, mythology, and
Maya hieroglyphic studies to illuminate this important yet
puzzling aspect of Native American culture. The authors
demonstrate that the game was more than a spectator sport;
serving social, political, mythological, and cosmological functions,
it celebrated both fertility and the afterlife, war and peace, and
became an evolving institution functioning in part to resolve
conflict within and between groups. The contributors provide
complete coverage of the archaeological, sociopolitical,
iconographic, and ideological aspects of the game, and offer new
information on the distribution of ballcourts, new interpretations
of mural art, and newly perceived relations of the game with
material in the Popol Vuh. With its scholarly attention to a subject

6 Mexico From The Olmecs To The Aztecs

2024-08-31



Mexico From The Olmecs To The Aztecs 7

that will fascinate even general readers, The Mesoamerican Ballgame is a major contribution to the study of the mental life
and outlook of New World peoples.



