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This chapter looks at the concept of geopolitics and its
significance for grand strategy. It does so by tracing the
development of the concepts and showing how the meaning of
the concepts evolved in response to changing world historical
contexts.
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grand strategy. It first considers how the concepts of grand
strategy and geopolitics evolved in response to changing world
historical contexts before discussing why they came to be
associated with the politics of Great Powers. It shows that the
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of the Second World War and that both the Soviet Union and the
United States acted geopolitically during the cold war.
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The “grand” (or major, or high) strategy was the logical next step
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the geopolitical situation, exists independently of the motivations
and power of states and is not contingent on the perceptions of
strategists and politicians”.7 Applying a synthetic intellectual
approach, all four definitions elucidate a common insight.
Geopolitics is one of ‘grand theories’ of International Relations.
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At the outset of the 21st century the world is undergoing a
significant process of strategic and geopolitical redefinition.
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and social policies with their wider strategic objectives in the 21st
century: grand strategies.
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